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Clergy
Rabbi:  ZACHARY R. SHAPIRO
rabbi@templeakiba.net  
Cantor:  LONEE FRAILICH
cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
Rabbi Emeritus:  ALLEN S. MALLER

Temple Akiba Executive Officers:
IRA DIAMOND, President
president@templeakiba.net
JEFF REYNOLDS, Vice President Administration 
vpadministration@templeakiba.net
MORRIS ZLOTOWITZ, Vice President Finance
vpfinance@templeakiba.net
CAROL DIAMOND, Vice President Religious Practices
vprp@templeakiba.net
CATHY PENSO, Vice President Affiliates
vpaffliations@templeakiba.net
ELIZABETH ZLOTOWITZ, Vice President Membership
membership@templeakiba.net
JOHANNA BESTERMAN, Vice President Development
vpdevelopment@templeakiba.net
SCOTT MARKOWITZ, Vice President Education
vpeducation@templeakiba.net
KEVIN KNOPF, Vice President Youth
vpyouth@templeakiba.net
VERNA EREZ, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
STELLA AUGUST, Financial Secretary
calcwm@gmail.com

Immediate Past President:
MICHAEL BAUER, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Congregational Trustees:
HELENE JAFFA, Adult Education
adulted@templeakiba.net
MYRNA KAYTON, Good & Welfare
mskayton@gmail.com
SHARLENE LONDON, Social Action
socialaction@templeakiba.net
JOSH KAMALI, Development
developmenttrustee@templeakiba.net
JERRY WIENER, House & Grounds
jerrywiener@gmail.com
SONNI HELMER, Membership
membershiptrust@templeakiba.net
ROB SONDIK, Publicity
publicity@templeakiba.net
MICHAEL HUDSON, Human Resources
hrtrustee@templeakiba.net
LAUREN VARSANO, Caring Community
caringcom@templeakiba.net

Appointed Trustees:
DEB FALCON, Parliamentarian
parlimentarian@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, President, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
PAULA JOSEPHSON SHULMAN, Religious School
religiousschooltrust@templeakiba.net
JEN SHEPPARD, Early Childhood Center
ecctrustee@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff:
AMRAM HASSAN,  Executive Director
amram@templeakiba.net - ext. 224
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net  -  ext. 229
DIANE GERMANSKY,  Assistant Director of Education
nurseryschool@templeakiba.net - ext. 227
LEAH PENSO,  Resident Camp & Youth Programs Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net - ext. 231
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Akiba Day Camp Director/                            
B'nai Mitzvah Coordinator
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  - ext. 231
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Administrative Assistant
schooloffice@templeakiba.net  -  ext. 230
ABBY REYNOLDS, Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net - ext.221
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net - ext.234
GEORGE BARRERA, Chief Custodian - ext. 226
EFRAIN GRAMAJO, Custodian
ANNA VASQUEZ, Custodian
MATT BARRERA, Custodian
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

MAR/APR Friday Shabbat Services

Friday, March 6			            6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service 

Friday, March 13     		                        7pm
Torah Service with Choir

Friday, March 20    			            7pm
National Refugee Shabbat Service
led by Rabbinic Intern Daniel Freedman

Friday, March 27    	          	                       7pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, April 3    			            6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service

Friday, April 10			            7pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, April 17   	          	                       7pm	
Shabbat Service with the 6 Cantors!

Friday, April 24   	             	                     7pm
Shabbat Service
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Dear all,

On April 8, families all over the world 
will gather for our Passover Seder.  It’s our opportunity 
to read a time-honored text (the Haggadah), discuss 
contemporary issues, eat fabulous food (as well as some 
not-so-fabulous food - but food that would be missed if 
we omitted it) and connect with family and friends.

The seder grounds us with meaning and uplifts us with 
joy.  The rhythms, the rituals, the readings, and the aromas 
crescendo with a symphony that embraces all our senses.

One of the most important traditions occurs toward 
the end of the seder when we open the door for Elijah 
the prophet.  According to our sages, Elijah heralds the 
coming of the Messiah - the figurehead who will lead us 
all to a peaceful world to come.

But what if we don’t believe in a Messiah?

Can the opening of the door for Elijah have meaning 
beyond the fact that it is a fun tradition?

Of course it can!  Think of it this way….

Passover is our feast of freedom.  But there are many in 
the world who are not free.
The Hagaddah is filled with opportunities to eat. But 
there are many in the world without food.
The traditions call upon us to link with family.  But there 
are many in the world who are alone.

When we open the door for Elijah, we have to look 
beyond our table.  We have to look into the eye of the 
homeless and the hungry, the lonely and the stranger. 

I ask you now...  Don’t wait for Passover to open the 
door for Elijah.  Open it now.

Open it by making donations to SOVA, MAZON, Shoes 
for the Homeless, or Miri’s list.
Open it by inviting a new family to your Passover Seder.
Open it by participating in a homelessness count.
Open it by listening to someone's voice from another 
political perspective.

Open it …. Open it wide …. And next time you look in 
the mirror, you will see the face of Elijah.

With love and shalom,

  Rabbi Zach Shapiro

  Our  Light  Shines  Brighter                            Together

Shalom, Rav Cantor's Corner
During Passover, we read a number 
of special Torah portions from the 
book of Exodus.  One is an excerpt 
from the portion B’shalach, in which 
the Israelites have just been freed from Egypt and the 
miracle of the splitting of the Sea of Reeds occurs. 
Following this miracle, the first “song” in the Torah 
appears. It is called Shirat HaYam or the Song of the 
Sea.  While most of the text in the Torah is written 
in long columns, this song is one of the few places in 
the Torah that looks different as you can see in the 
picture below. 

Some commentators say that the text looks like the 
brick walls and pyramids the Israelites built while 
slaves in Egypt. Others say the text resembles waves, 
reminding us of the rolling waves of the sea. I see 
the text as a visualization of the Israelites crossing 
the Sea of Reeds.  I see the center column as the 
Israelites passing through the parted waters which 
are exemplified by the right and left columns.  

Not only does the text look different, it also sounds 
different from the typical Torah melodies that are 
usually chanted.  It is a melodic, lyrical and joyful 
melody which helps to enhance the message of the 
text, one of celebration and triumph. This text is also 
one of the rare occasions that gives women a central 
role. It is Miriam that takes her instruments and leads 
the women in song and dance, leading the Israelites 
in the chanting of Mi Chamocha – Who is Like You 
God! 

May this Passover be a meaningful time of joy and 
celebration. 

  

Cantor Lonee Frailich  
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   	 						        	 						     		 ECC & Religious SchoolECC & Religious School

HAVING A VOICE

I recently escorted the confirmation class to a 
seminar called L ’taken led by the Religious Action 
Center (RAC) of the Union for Reform Judaism.  It 
was held in Washington D.C.  

For six decades, the RAC has been the hub of 
Jewish social justice work. It mobilizes around 
federal, state, and local legislation, supports and 
develops congregational leaders, and organizes 
communities to create a world overflowing with 
justice, compassion, and peace.

We gathered with 200 other teens from reform 
congregations across the country to study social 
justice issues that are of importance to both the 
students as teenagers and the entire Reform Jewish 
movement. The issues included Gun Violence 
Prevention, climate change and the environment, 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender bullying,  
abortion rights, campaign finance reform, stem cell 
research and so much more…. What made me 
proud of the Temple Akiba students was the manner 
in which they tackled these issues. They approached 
them with intellect, good conscience, and most 
importantly with Judaism.  Throughout the course 
of the four day seminar, the students discovered 
that Judaism and the Talmud were the first major 
advocates for social change and that they are not 
new ideas or concepts, but rather ancient ideas 
revisited. The amazing thing about all of this is that 
this was not news to the students of Temple Akiba.  
Our students strive to live by Jewish values each 
day and from a young age have integrated these 
concepts and ideas into their everyday lives. When 
they speak about social justice issues, they speak as 
individuals, as Reform Jews, and as Americans.  They 
are proud to be Jewish and to associate Jewish text 
and knowledge into their world of thinking.

They are the future generation of Jewish Leaders 
who live by Jewish Values, integrate them into 
their everyday lives and advocate for others to 
do the same.  They have taken Judaism beyond the 
synagogue walls.  I hope I will continue to see the 
inner light that shines so brightly in each of the 
students here at Temple Akiba as we move forward 
in our journey together.

Randee Bishoff
Director of Education

   				     				   	   	   President's MessagePresident's Message

  

Our vision at Temple Akiba is to provide our 
congregants with a center for Jewish life. 

To create the most meaningful and relevant 
experiences, programs and activities,  good 
communication is crucial.  

Therefore, I am pleased to announce that Temple 
Akiba is participating in the URJ (Union for Reform 
Judaism) Project of Congregational Assessment and 
Benchmarking.  Part of this project includes each 
member of Temple Akiba completing a survey.

With the results from the survey, Temple Akiba can 
take an inward look at itself and use the information 
to assess our strengths, congregants' needs and 
set priorities for our development in the coming 
years. It will help us with strategic planning and goal 
setting.

Since communication is key, everyone needs to be 
heard.  We want to know what is important and 
meaningful to you so that we can better serve our 
congregation’s needs.  Please complete the survey 
when you receive it.  Hearing from everyone is the 
goal!

For more information regarding the URJ project, 
please contact me or Amram Hassan, our Executive 
Director.

A special thank you to our Temple Akiba Board, 
clergy and staff for all you do to help us reach our 
vision.  We could not have so many amazing events 
and programs without you!

Speaking of events... our 10th Annual Gala honoring 
Sue Urfrig and Jen and Danielle Sheppard was a 
great success! It was wonderful to celebrate with 
our community and guests.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you at our future events at Temple Akiba, 
including our upcoming Purim Carnival and our 
Passover Shabbat Dinner on April 10th. 

L'Shalom,

Ira Diamond
President
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TEMPLE AKIBA’S 

Sunday,  March 15,  10 am - 2 pm 

Silent auction, Laser tag, 
games, yummy food, jumbo 
slides, bake sale, cake walk, 
awesome prizes!!! 

Sisterhood Needs Bakers! 

We need volunteers to bake for the….. 
 

Purim Carnival on 
Sunday, March 15, 10 am—2 pm 

 

We need volunteers to help bake, as well as sell, the sweets!! 
 

What an easy way to support the Carnival and satisfy your sweet tooth! 
Please bring your goodies at 9 am on the day of the Carnival. 

 

Questions?  Please contact Rose Ross or Cindy Smith, Sisterhood Bake Sale Co-chairs 
Rose: 310-259-3135, rtahini2@gmail.com; Cindy: 424-279-9355, cynmike1@gmail.com 

What Do We Need? 
Hamantaschen, cookies, cakes, pies, brownies, cupcakes, rice crispy squares, donuts, lemon squares, etc. 

(Please note if your baked goods contain nuts, are sugar or gluten free or are vegan.) 
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 Is proud to present you the  
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Our 10th Annual Gala on February 8, 2020 at the Marriott in Marina del Rey was an absolutely wonderful 
evening. The night paid tribute to our very own members Sue Urfrig & Jen and Danielle Sheppard. Our    
honorees received gifts and certificates from Temple Akiba and recognition from the Mayor of Culver City, 
Meghan Sahli-Wells, who was also in attendance. The evening also celebrated our Akiba community along 
with the honorees’ family, friends and colleagues. 
I want to personally thank all the people who worked so hard and volunteered many hours to make the Gala 
truly memorable: Our Vice President of Development, Johanna Besterman, along with committee members, 
Randee Bishoff, Carol Diamond, Rachael Kallick, Josh Kamali, Cathy Penso, Lisa Tsimanis, and Melissa York-
Fiander. We also thank the wonderful Temple Akiba Staff who assisted in the event planning: Ilona Finta, 
Amram Hassan, Dina Hempling, Rebecca Holzberg, and Abby Reynolds. 
Additional special thanks to: Tara Berger-certificates, Jon Berry-video, Craig Newman-Havdalah and Fund a 
Need, and Nicholas Sage-photography. In addition, I want to thank Columbia Crest Winery for the wine 
served during dinner. 
The event was an extraordinary financial success, netting more than $60,000 for the Temple including over 
$40,000 from the dues assistance appeal. Thank you to all who supported this event by attending, buying 
ads or raffle tickets, making a donation or contributing raffle and silent auction items.  
Caitlin Dubois, 10th Annual Gala Chair  
Photos courtesy of Nicolas Sage who volunteered his services for the evening  
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CCaann  YYoouu  HHeeaarr  MMyy  VVooiiccee??  
Making Prayer Work                                            

a prayer writing workshop 
 

Led by Cantor Lonee Frailich,                        
Cantorial Intern Josh Goldberg                    

and Poet Rick Lupert  
 

We will study liturgy,  
create our own prayers,  

and compose our own liturgical music. 
 

Tuesday, March 17, 24 and 31 
6 pm  - 7 pm 

 
For additional information, contact the Temple office at     

310-398-5783 or Helene Jaffa at 310-305-4170  
or helenerj@aol.com 

Join Rabbi Anthony Holz at  
Lunch & Learn  

Mondays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 
12 - 1 PM  

for  
A Re-Introduction to the  

Passover Haggadah 

It’s the same story every year.  Or is it?   
Come and study our familiar text - and 
let’s explore how it speaks to us today. 
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Please take part in our 

Coming in April! 
The survey will help us understand the priorities and needs of our 

community. It sheds light on our involvement in synagogue life and 
on the value and importance that we attribute to the congregation. 

You will be receiving the survey by email.  Please fill it out! 
It will only take about 10 minutes of your time.  

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2020 
TEMPLE AKIBA’S 15TH ANNUAL MITZVAH DAY 

Choose from one of these projects and many more: 

  Visit Adopt & Shop       Make Comfort Bears & Bunnies 
  Plant Flowers in Painted Pots     Clean the Beach or Park 
  Make Shabbat Kits      Paint Treasure Boxes  
  Sing to the Elderly       Make Challah to Fight Hunger 
  Donate Blood        Learn CPR 
  Create Messages of Gratitude & Caring  Paint Kindness Rocks 

Help the homeless by:  
Making lunches 

Assembling care kits 
Shoe processing with Shoes for the Homeless  

Knitting a hat or making a scarf 
Collect and sort food for Grace Lutheran’s Diner 

 

Start collecting: gently used shoes & new socks, travel size hygiene items,                                                  
books for children & teens, toys & crafts, and pet supplies 
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Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

 Women of Reform Judaism

Annual Havdalah Service and Dinner 

Saturday, March 7th, 5:00 P.M.

Join us for a memorable and musical evening 
as we conduct our Torah Service 

followed by Havdalah 
and culminating in a delicious dinner 

Reservations with payment required 
by March 2nd   

Submit form below with check payable to 
Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

For more information contact Linda Park: mommylinda50@hotmail.com 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name_________________________ 
Name_________________________ 

@ $18.00 per person_______ = $__________ 

Phone #______________E-mail_________________

Total Amount Enclosed_______________
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Brighter and Stronger...Together!

Temple Akiba Sisterhood Presents BINGO-RITA 
Join us for a great evening on Saturday March 21, 2020 at 7PM. We will play BINGO while enjoying Frozen Margaritas! 

Admission is $18 and includes 2 Bingo Cards, 2 Drink Tickets, Chips, and Salsa 

Non Alcoholic beverages will be available 

Bring your friends and family (21 and over to drink) for this special evening with  

Women of Reform Judaism/Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

Prizes for Game Winners! 

Send your check with the tear off below to: 

Temple Akiba Sisterhood 5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Culver City, CA 90230 

Name:___________________________________________________________ Phone:______________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

# Attendees:_______________________________  Amount Enclosed: $_________________________________________________________

Questions?  Call Marla Rothfarb at 213-509-1190 or Call Cindy Smith at 310-869-3493 

Please make checks payable to Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

A s  t h e  d a y s  s t a r t  t o  l e n g t h e n ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m a n y  h o l i d a y s  a n d  a n n u a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  S i s t e r h o o d  c o m m e m o r a t e s .   F l y e r s  a b o u t  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e  i n  t h i s       
B u l l e t i n .

O u r  A n n u a l  S i s t e r h o o d  H a v d a l a h  S e r v i c e  a n d  D i n n e r  i s  o n  M a r c h  7 t h .   T h i s  i s  a n  e v e n i n g  c e l e b r a t i n g  S i s t e r h o o d  a n d  w o m e n ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  m u s i c  f o r 
w o m e n  a n d  m e n  t o  e n j o y.   T h e  S e r v i c e  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  w o n d e r f u l  d i n n e r.   I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  m a d e  y o u r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  p l e a s e  h u r r y.

O u r  v o l u n t e e r  C o o k i n g  w i t h  t h e  K i d s  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s  i n  M a r c h  a n d  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s  i n  A p r i l .   T h i s  i s  a  t r u l y  r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n v o l v i n g  y o u t h  a n d 
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a t  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  W e l l n e s s  C e n t e r  i n  Ve n i c e .  

S i s t e r h o o d  i s  a g a i n  s p o n s o r i n g  t h e  B a k e  S a l e  B o o t h  a t  t h e  P u r i m  C a r n i v a l  o n  M a r c h  1 5 t h .   W e  w e l c o m e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  b a k e d  i t e m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h a m a n t a s c h e n ,  a n d 
w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s a t i s f y i n g  y o u r  s w e e t  t o o t h  a t  t h e  C a r n i v a l .

A r e a l l y  f u n  n i g h t  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  o u r  a n n u a l  B i n g o R i t a  e v e n t  o n  M a r c h  2 1 s t  .   T h e  p r i c e  o f  a d m i s s i o n  b u y s  y o u  m a r g a r i t a s ,  d i p s  a n d  c h i p s ,  a n d  B i n g o  p l a y i n g  c a r d s 
a n d  t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  p r i z e s  f o r  t h e  w i n n e r s .   G e t  a  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a k e  a  n i g h t  o f  i t  –  t h i s  i s  n o t  y o u r  g r a n d m a ’ s  B i n g o !   S e e  t h e  f l y e r  b e l o w !

O n c e  a g a i n  w e  a r e  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a t  o u r  a n n u a l  P a s s o v e r  O u t r e a c h .   W i t h  R a b b i  S h a p i r o  j o i n i n g  u s  a t  P a v i l i o n s  o n  M a r c h  2 5 t h ,  w e  s h a r e      
P a s s o v e r  d e s s e r t s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t e d  s h o p p e r s .   S t o p  b y  a n d  s a y  h e l l o .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  d e s s e r t  l o o k  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  f l y e r  i n  t h i s  B u l l e t i n .

S a v e  t h e  D a t e  o n  A p r i l  2 0 t h  f o r  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f o r u m  o n  A n t i - S e m i t i s m  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  h e a d  o f f  t o  c o l l e g e .

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  G i f t  S h o p  d i s p l a y  c a s e s  f e a t u r i n g  i t e m s  f o r  P u r i m  a n d  P a s s o v e r.   To  m a k e  a  p u r c h a s e  f o r  a n y  o c c a s i o n ,  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  L i n d a  P a r k ,                  
m o m m y l i n d a 5 0 @ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  t o  s e e  o u r  f u l l  i n v e n t o r y.

A s  a l w a y s ,  S i s t e r h o o d  e n c o u r a g e s  y o u  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  S p o n s o r  a n  O n e g  S h a b b a t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o r  m e m o r i a l i z e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t .   C o n t a c t   
L i n d a  P a r k ,  m o m m y l i n d a 5 0 @ h o t m a i l . c o m ,  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .  
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Temple Akiba ECC 
Parent and Me Playgroups 
Explore the Joys of Jewish Parenting 

 Our classes are the perfect place to begin your journey at Temple Akiba. They’re 
designed to meet the developmental and social needs of each child and to give 

parents and children a chance to play together as they explore our environments 
with a wide variety of hands-on learning activities.  

 
All classes include free play, snack, music, art, Jewish theme activities, as well as 

opportunities for parents to connect with others in our community. 

                      
(12-24 mos.)  9:00 am -10:15 am                               $270 Members / $315 Non-Members 

 
(6 weeks- 11 months) 9:00 am - 10:00am             $240 Members / $300 Non-Members     

 
Our school is a proud participant of The First 36 Project, which was created to provide Parent & Me instructors with an 
exclusive professional development experience designed to amplify their ability to support parents as they build strong, 

meaningful bonds with their children. Fellows gain access to curriculum modules that integrate child development theory 
with cutting-edge neuroscience research related to children ages birth to 3. 

 

 

 99  wweeeekk  sseessssiioonn  oonn  MMoonnddaayyss    
12-24 month olds 

 
 

1122  wweeeekk  sseessssiioonn  oonn  WWeeddnneessddaayyss    
6 weeks- 11 months 

 

JJaannuuaarryy  66,,  22002200  --  MMaarrcchh  2255,,  22002200  
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Nava Waisman
Daughter of Shira Sergant and 

Dov Waisman
Saturday, March 14

B'Nei Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Jaden Abrams
Daughter of Courtney Edson 

and Craig Abrams
Saturday, April 18

Jackson Hodge
Son of Amy Hodge
Saturday, March 28

Jacquelyn Liber
Daughter of Daniella and    

Reuben Liber
Saturday, April 25
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March 2020 5 Adar 5780 - 6 Nisan 5780
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 5 ADAR 2 6 ADAR 3 7 ADAR 4 8 ADAR 5 9 ADAR 6 10 ADAR 7 11 ADAR

8 12 ADAR 9 13 ADAR 10 14 ADAR 11 15 ADAR 12 16 ADAR 13 17 ADAR 14 18 ADAR

15 19 ADAR 16 20 ADAR 17 21 ADAR 18 22 ADAR 19 23 ADAR 20 24 ADAR 21 25 ADAR

22 26 ADAR 23 27 ADAR 24 28 ADAR 25 29 ADAR 26 1 NISAN 27 2 NISAN 28 3 NISAN

29 4 NISAN 30 5 NISAN 31 6 NISAN

Purim

Confirmation Trip to 
Washington DC

ECC Closed 
10:00 AM Coffee with the 
Clergy
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi Tony 
Holz

6:00 PM Adult 
Hebrew/B'nai Mitzvah 
Class

9:00 AM Tiny Tot Shabbat
6:30 PM 1st and 2nd 
Grade Shabbat Service

9:00 AM Torah Study
5:00 PM Sisterhood 
Havdalah Service

12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi Tony 
Holz
6:00 PM Purim Shpiel

7:00 PM Sisterhood Board
Meeting
7:00 PM Men's Group 
Meeting

4:00 PM Life Transition 
and Bereavement Group
6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 
B'nai Mitzvah Class

10:00 AM ECC Purim 
Celebration
7:00 PM Shabbat Torah 
Service with Choir

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with the 
Bat Mitzvah of Nava 
Waisman

Purim Carnival
8:30 AM Religious School 
Purim Shpiel

10:00 AM Coffee with the 
Clergy
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi Tony 
Holz

6-7:00 PM Making Prayer 
Work - a prayer writing 
workshop

6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 
B'nai Mitzvah Class
7:00 PM General Board 
Meeting

7:00 PM National Refugee
Shabbat Service

9:00 AM Torah Study
5:30 PM Sisterhood Bingo
Rita

12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi Tony 
Holz

6-7:00 PM Making Prayer 
Work - a prayer writing 
workshop

9:45 AM Matzah Factory 
Visits the ECC
2:30 PM Book Club
4:00 PM Life Transition 
and Bereavement Group
6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 
B'nai Mitzvah Class

7:00 PM Junior Cantor 
Shabbat Service

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with the 
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson 
Hodge

2:00 PM Concert with 
Patti Linsky

12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn

6-7:00 PM Making Prayer 
Work - a prayer writing 
workshop
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April 2020 7 Nisan 5780 - 6 Iyar 5780
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 7 NISAN 2 8 NISAN 3 9 NISAN 4 10 NISAN

5 11 NISAN 6 12 NISAN 7 13 NISAN 8 14 NISAN 9 15 NISAN 10 16 NISAN 11 17 NISAN

12 18 NISAN 13 19 NISAN 14 20 NISAN 15 21 NISAN 16 22 NISAN 17 23 NISAN18 24 NISAN

19 25 NISAN 20 26 NISAN 21 27 NISAN 22 28 NISAN 23 29 NISAN 24 30 NISAN 25 1 IYAR

26 2 IYAR 27 3 IYAR 28 4 IYAR 29 5 IYAR 30 6 IYAR

Erev Passover Passover - Day 1

Passover - Day 7

Yom HaAtzma'ut

6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 
B'nai Mitzvah Class

9:00 AM Tiny Tot Shabbat
6:30 PM Shabbat Shira 
Service

9:00 AM Torah Study

Religious School Spring 
Break Begins

Akiba High Spring Break 
Begins
10:00 AM Coffee with the 
Clergy
12:00 AM Lunch and 
Learn

Hebrew School Spring 
Break Begins
7:00 PM Sisterhood Board
Meeting

ECC Spring Break Begins Temple Administration 
Closed
10:30 AM Passover 
Morning Service

5:30 PM Passover Shabbat
Dinner
7:00 PM Passover Shabbat
Service 

12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn Temple Administration 

Closed

6:00 PM Yizkor Service 7:00 PM Four Cantors 
Shabbat Service

9:00 AM Torah Service
10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jaden Abrams

Religious School Resumes
9:15 AM Mock Mitzvah

ECC Resumes
Akiba High Resumes
10:00 AM Coffee with the 
Clergy
12:00 AM Lunch and 
Learn
6:00 PM Yom HaShoah 
Program

Hebrew School Resumes
7:00 PM Men's Group 
Meeting

2:30 PM Book Club
4:00 PM Life Transition 
and Bereavement Group
5:30 PM PJ's Story Night
6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 
B'nai Mitzvah Class
7:00 PM General Board 
Meeting

7:00 PM Shabbat Service 
with Choir

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with the 
Bat Mitzvah of Jacquelin 
Liber

JWW Walk 12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn 6:00 PM Adult Hebrew 

B'nai Mitzvah Class
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences 
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having 
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.

TEMPLE FUND
Donations from: 
Ellie Bertwell
Marge and Larry Brownstein
Rachelle Fleischman
In honor of:
The birth of Sebastian Victor Abaud, from Yvette, Paul, Ian, and 
Camille Joffe
In memory of:
Jean Shev, from Robyn and Gary Shev

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Donations from: 
Todd Bochner
James Kallis Revocable Living Trust
The Sisterhood, with appreciation
Marlene Weiss
In honor of: 
the naming and/or birth of Eli Noah and Maya Ruth Shapiro 
Galperin, from: Donna Flier, Marv and Dorothy Frankel, Jon 
& Francine Graff, Paul and Joy Jacobs, Barbara Lever, Laurette 
Robbins
the naming of Arlo Alexander Sherman, with love from 
Matthew and Andrea Sherman
Rabbi Zach Shapiro – because I love and miss him, from 
Lisabeth Lobenthal
In memory of:
our daughter, Molly Comstock, with love and appreciation from 
Kevin and Robin Comstock
Jack Hirschberg, my husband, from Shirley Hirschberg
James Kallis, with love from Joanne and Duke Molner and Mark 
Kallis

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of:
Cantor Lonee Frailich, from Steven and Jean Dubowsky

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND
In honor of: 
The baby naming of Eli Noah and Maya Ruth                    
Shapiro-Galperin from: Barbara Axelband, Rachel and Bradley 
Burris, Roberta Cohen, Susan and Scott Corwin, Ron and Jan 
Nathanson, and Lee Weitz

ECC SHINE BRIGHTER FUND
Donation from: 
Marc and Lacey Bauer
In honor of:
Our daughter Sloane Himovitz Kallick, from Spencer and 
Rachael Kallick

YAHRZEIT FUND

Rose Altschull, my mother, from Edythe Elkinson
Shirley Barasch, my sister, from June Penso
Milton Belzer, my husband, from Dorothy Rainier
Marjorie Berkson, my mother, from Lori Rudich
Mel Bloch, from Paulette Gessin
Rae and Samuel Braunstein, my parents, from Eileen Snidman
Abraham Dershewitz, my father, from Shelley Garrido
Helen Ellis, Christine’s mother, from Christine and Bradley Comp
Ephraim Eshed, my husband, from Beverly Eshed-Magaril
Sidney Feldmar, my father, from Toni Goldstein
Esther Forman, Joel’s mother, from Joel & Linda Forman
Joel Friedland, from Stan and Sheila Weinberg
Goldie and Sol Geffner, beloved parents, from Arnold and Jean 
Geffner
Samuel Gleckman, my father, from Roger Gleckman
Ann W. Gordon, from Sheila Gordon and family
Louis Gordon, my grandfather, from Bruce Rudich
Sidney Lewis Gordon, from Sheila Gordon and Family 
Marilyn Gotz, my mother, from Michael Gotz
Michael Grossman, my brother, from Letty Mendel
David Gursky, my father, from Michael Gursky
Charles Harris, my father, from Louise Feinberg
Robert Henken, my brother, from Irene Oelberger
Moe & Tessie Hershman, parents & grandparents, from Mark, Patty, 
and Matt Hershman
Seymour Holtz, my father, from Sheila Benjamin
Gerald Iskow, my grandfather, from Brian Berman
Ben Kahan, my beloved father, from Alan Kahan
Jim Kallis, from Stan and Sheila Weinberg
Thomas and Esther Kass, Micky’s parents, from Don and Micky 
Mann
Aleph Katz, my father, from Deborah Falcon
Debbie Kovach, my sister, Lisabeth Lobenthal
Michael Krenicki, my father, from Joanne Kahn
Reggie Lever, my husband, from Barbara Lever
Harvey Lewin, my brother, from Joanne Wolf
Joseph and Sadie Lipman, from Jody Stritzel, and Fay and Louise 
Lipman
Ira Harold Lurvey, my father, from Nathana [and Jeffrey?] Horn 
Barney Mann, Don’s father, from Don and Micky Mann
Alfred Mendel, our father, from Elaine Holiday and Jerry Mendel
Erwin Meyer, our father, from Suzan Meyer and Andrew Meyer
Christine Molnar, my daughter-in-law, from Lynne Shapiro
Celia Moreno, Norma’s mother-in-law, from Norma Moreno and 
Robert Turner
Rose Ruth Naar, my mother/grandmother, from Jody Stritzel, and 
Fay and Louise Lipman
Herman Nathanson, my father, from Janet and Ron Nathanson
Leon Penso, my father-in-law, from June Penso
Linda Peterson, from Janet, Ron, and Mark Nathanson
Linda Joy Polep, from Sue Polep
David Price, our son, from Morris and Shirley Price
Gerry and Hal Rosen, our parents, from Michael and Steven Rosen
Gene Rothman, my husband, from Penny Choy
Florence Sederoff, my mother/mother-in-law, from Michael and 
Rosalie Gotz
Maurice Senit, my father, from Sylvan Senit
Herbert Sheftel, my husband, from Claire Sheftel
Jack Shulman, from Dr. Ira and Nadine Shulman
Paul & Mary Shulman, from Beverly Eshed-Magaril
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A group dealing with bereavement and/or changes 
in relationships, career, social, family and health 
issues.  Share your feelings with others in a 
supportive and confidential atmosphere.  
Non-Members are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month at 4 pm. 
Held at Temple Akiba's Board Room for a small 
donation.Please call Temple Akiba upon interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY 
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net

Temple Akiba
Caring Community

Do you or a loved one need: 
a ride to services, 

errand, meal of support, 
a visit or phone call?

OR
Can you provide these services 
for another member in need?

Please call the Temple office      
at (310) 398-5783 or 

caringcom@templeakiba.net 
Lauren Varsano - Trustee, 

Caring Communities

YAHRZEIT FUND cont.

Holy Suzanne Silverman, from Carole Silverman
Bill Solomon, my cousin, from Donna Flier
Rose Starr, my mother, from Mark Starr
Abraham and Reva Stein, my parents, from Sharon Krakoff
Louis Tassone, my father, from Cathy Penso
Kenneth Woolsey, my husband, from Judy Woolsey
Fay Mann Zaslow, Don’s mother, from Don and Micky Mann
Irving Ziedman, from Sheila Gordon and family

CHOIR FUND
In honor of:
Sonni Helmer for conceiving and orchestrating the three         
congregational dinners to honor longtime Temple Akiba       
members, from Sharlene and Tony London

RESIDENT CAMP FUND
In honor of:
The naming of Maya Ruth and Eli Noah Shapiro Galperin, 
from Paul and Leila Rosemberg

LEE WOLKOWITZ MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of:
Helen Wolkowitz, my mother, from Ed Wolkowitz

CAMPAIGN OF LIGHT FUND
Donation from:
Arthur Peyser

Temple Akiba Book Club 
Join the new book club meeting                                     

at Temple Akiba! 
  

 

Free for members                                                           
$10 per session for non-members 

 

The book club regularly meets on the                        
4th Wednesday of the month at 2:30 pm                    

in the Annex.         
  

 

The initial focus is 21st Century Israeli novels 
 

March 25 — ”The Hilltop”                                               
by Assaf Gavron 

April 22—”The Worlds We Think We Know”              
by Dalia Rosenfeld 

 
 

For more information, contact Helene Jaffa                         
at helenerj@aol.com 
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 “Antisemitism on Campus:  
Preparing Our Students for Unique Challenges” 

Facilitated by Zev Hurwitz, Director of Campus Affairs, 
American Jewish Committee 

Monday, April 20, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Temple Akiba Social Hall 

 
This program is geared to high school students, parents, and other interested individuals.                         

Sponsored by the Sisterhood Social Action Committee 
Please contact Helene Jaffa at 310-305-4170 if you plan to attend or if you have any questions. 

The Men’s Group of Temple Akiba 

is pleased to invite you to join us for the following event commemorating         
Yom Ha Shoah

Tuesday, 21 Apri l  2020 @ 6:30 PM - Louise Lerner

in the Social Hall

      Louise Lerner is a holocaust survivor and will be sharing her remarkable 
experiences as part of our Yom Ha Shoah events.  Louise was born in Paris and 
was a child when the Nazi’s took control of France in 1940.  She was hidden 
away and was eventually moved to Switzerland.

      She has shared her experiences at the Museum of Tolerance, the Holocaust 
Museum, UCLA and numerous high schools.

This event is open to all Temple members and their guests at no charge

Refreshments will be served

Please join the Temple community on Sunday 29 March 2020 @ 2:00  for Cantor Patti Linsky in Altar Ego. 
The Men’s Group will be hosting the Oneg following her performance
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Join Team Temple Akiba of Culver City  
Jewish World Watch Walk to End Genocide 2020 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 at Pan Pacific Park  
9:30am Registration, 10am Walk 

Register or Donate Today at LA.walktoendgenocide.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jewish World Watch is an expression of Judaism in action, bringing help and healing to survivors of mass atrocities                    
around the globe and seeking to inspire people of all faiths and cultures to join the ongoing fight against genocide.  
Founder Rabbi Schulweis said, "Never Again.  We must stand up to combat genocide." 

 
For questions, contact the Temple at 310-398-5783 or Sharlene London, Team Captain at Sharlondon@yahoo.com 

News from the Tikkun Olam Committee 
Turning Compassion into Action to Address Homelessness 

Temple Akiba’s Tikkun Olam Committee was formed to fulfill Temple Akiba’s mission to repair the world. Since its inception in 2018, our 
central focus has been homelessness. We advocated for passage of Proposition 1, the $4B Housing Bond for Veterans and others. Our first Forum 
on Housing and Homelessness in October brought more than 160 people to Temple to learn more about this crisis in our community and beyond. 

The Tikkun Olam Committee hosted its second successful Forum on Housing and Homelessness at the Temple on Tuesday, January 28.  
Four panelists presented initiatives to address this crisis, then attendees broke into groups to brainstorm ways the Temple and community can 
take effective action to support these initiatives.  Over 50 people attended in addition to committee members and clergy. 

Karlo Silbiger, Chair of the Culver City Committee on Homelessness, outlined incentives the City offers to landlords to increase affordable 
housing and make units  available to people experiencing homelessness.  Jason Robison, Director of SHARE, explained their private-public       
partnership providing affordable, permanent supportive  housing to disabled people in single-family homes.  John Helyar, Outreach Teams     
Manager of HOPICS (Homeless Outreach Program Integrated Care System), explained SAFE Parking, providing safe spaces and services to people 
living in their vehicles.  Lee Winkelman, California Organizing Director of RAC-CA, spoke about how the Religious Action Center vets legislation  
related to alleviating homelessness. 

Committee members who facilitated the four breakout groups reported that participants were supportive and eager to take action.  The         
committee is currently studying the various options in order to create a coherent plan.  All attendees who provided email will be included in     
future communications from the Committee. If you wish to be included, or have input for the Committee, please contact Cathy Penso,                      
VPAffiliations@templeakiba.net or 310-670-6394. 
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their regular     
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community. 

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCiirrccllee    

Tzadik 
Bill & Trish Flumenbaum  Jerry & Letty Mendel 

Sara & Peter Rutenberg  Sue Urfrig 
Heschel 

Barbara Axelband                Myrna Kayton            

Priesand 
 Diana & David Hauptman  

Hillel 
Judy & Mike Bauer          Gabrielle & Trey Doheny          Helene & David Jaffa 

Sandy Luboviski                  Dana & Tyson Sayles 

Maimonides 
Lacey & Marc Bauer     Carol & Ira Diamond    Harper & Aaron Leshtz        

Ilene & Howard Lichtman      Cathy & Bruce Penso      Rebecca & Jeffrey Penso       
Lillian Morris & Dinesh Chhetri    Andie & Jay Swerdlow   Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz  

 

Miriam 

Linda & Bob Fleischman     Elaine Holiday     Renee Meshul & Thomas Klitzner      

Micah 
Emily & Gary Hoggatt      Mickey & Don Mann     Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky        

Patrucia Newler & Ira Clark     Lori & Ira Rudich     Dione & Dan Shugar 

Deborah 
Sharon Balter       Alexandra & Keith Damsker       Verna Erez       Manami & Avi Fischer 

Jeremy Gerstle & Adina Rosenthal     Antoinette Glick     Mathew Harawitz & Lia Buman     Michele Hindler 
Deborah Koniak-Griffin       Eileen & James Krause       Mary Lachman       Wendy & Saul Miller 
Marni & Matthew Schapiro       Sam Sewall & Allison Arch       David Silberstein & Leah Potok 

Jenna & Adam Sonenshein       Cindy & Mike Smith       Dassi Usen       Virginia & Lester Wagner       Leona Weitz 
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IT’S FUN TO COOK WITH KIDS! 
NO COOKING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

KKiiddss  lloovvee  ttoo  eeaatt  tthhee  ((hheeaalltthhyy))  ffoooodd  tthheeyy  ccooookk
Sisterhood members will provide recipes and guidance. Come help kids 

read recipes, measure ingredients, sift and stir.  
Join us Thursday afternoons – March 12, 19, and 26 and April 2, 23 and 30

3:00-4:30 pm - CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER 
4700 Inglewood Boulevard (corner of Braddock Avenue, not far from Temple) 

If you are interested or have questions please call or email: 
FARLA BINDER: farlab@aol.com or 310-822-1359 

ARLEEN FORSHEIT: aforsheit@earthlink.net or 310-410-9827

It’s Pesach Preparation Time! 

Join Rabbi Shapiro for Temple Akiba Sisterhood’s 

AANNNNUUAALL  PPEESSAACCHH  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 12:30 pm 
Meet us at:  

PAVILIONS 
11030 Jefferson Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90230 

We are going to have Passover Desserts! 

Bring your favorite recipe to share. 

Event includes matzah tasting, handouts and fun! 
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Mini Adult Retreat!! 
 

SAVE THE DATE: May 2, 2020 
                               

Join us for a day of  spirit, study, and shalom at Camp Bob Waldorf  in Glendale!                                              
 

Interested? Contact the Temple Office: 310 398-5783 or Sonni Helmer at: sonnihelmer@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please note that the Akiba Family Retreat is taking place over the same weekend,  

but we will have different programming for each retreat. 
 

Further information will be forthcoming.   

David & Lindsay Tenenbaum and family 

John & Midori Brasch 
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TThheemmee::  DDrreeaammiinngg  iinn  22002200  

May 1-3 at Camp Bob Waldorf in Glendale 

A multigenerational Akiba camping experience 
A time to disconnect from our home comforts and be in nature 

A time to have fun, connect with Akiba clergy and make new friends 

 

FFaammiillyy  CCaammpp  22001199  

Program Highlights & Information 
All participants under age 6 are FREE 

Program geared towards parents & grandparents with children ages 0-10 

All family & age specific programming will occur 

Program includes Friday night Shabbat, Saturday morning Shabbat electives, Havdalah, 

challah making, art, sports, swimming, discussion, music & more! 

 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION OPEN UNTIL MARCH 15 

Register at templeakiba.net/family-retreat  

Questions about Family Camp? Contact Leah at youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
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Akiba Resident Camp 2020 
@ Camp Whittier 
July 22-August 2  
 
Register NOW to  
take advantage of 
Early Bird Rates 
through April 1st! 

 
Come have a blast with us this summer! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registration Link: www.templeakiba.net/akiba-resident-camp  

Questions: Email Director Leah at youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
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8 WEEKS of FUN!  

JUNE 15th-AUGUST 7th 
  

Email:  
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  

for more information visit 
www.templeakiba.net/day-camp 
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

M
K
T
-5

8
9
4
H
-A

-A
1

edwardjones.com

Ready for life's 
milestones? Let's talk.

Art Wexler 
Financial Advisor

1230 Rosecrans Ave Suite 290 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266-2477 
310-725-7034

Member SIPC

Sharing our 
Joys and 
Sorrows

Is a friend of yours at Temple Akiba 
going through a stressful time - 
illness or death in the family?  OR 
maybe they're celebrating a special 
Simcha?

Please tell the front office - so our 
Community can reach out to them.

Send an email to:
admin@templeakiba.net

or call 310-398-5783



Help support Temple Akiba 
every time you shop!

Sign up for: 
      Amazon Smile     Ralphs     Vons
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Gifts & Memorials
“Remember that the happiest people are not 
those getting more, but those giving more.”
		  -H. Jackson Brown Jr.  

What a wonderful way to remember your loved 
ones. The cost of individual plaques for Temple 
members is $750 and for those not affiliated it is 
$1,000.  How about participating in what may 
be the most exciting opportunity - the Sue and 
Jerry Urfrig Family Memorial Room.  With your 
contribution of $10,000 to the Campaign of 
Light, your name will be included on the Donor 
Board in the Memorial Room.   The purchaser 
will have two complimentary plaques reserved 
for them to be designated with names they 
choose.

For more information please contact:
Temple Office at admin@templeakiba.net

or 310-398-5783

Support Gaby's!
He supports Temple Akiba's 

Purim Carnival with Falafels!
A warm welcome from everyone at 
Gaby's Mediterranean & Gaby's Express.  
We aim to provide tasty Lebanese food, 
always at reasonable prices, prompt and 
courteous service in a casual and friendly 
atmoshere.  (Your Host, Gaby Maalouf)

For more info. visit us at:

www.GabysExpress.com

West Los Angeles Location
10445 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90034
310-559-1808                  
Open 7 days a week, 
11am-1am



5249 Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230

Join our Temple Akiba family for a  
Passover Shabbat Dinner 

Friday, April 10, 2020 at 5:30 PM 
Followed by Shabbat Services at 7 PM 

 
Cost: $18 per person  

(children under 7 free) 
RSVP to the Temple Office by April 6 

 
 




