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ANDREW LACHMAN, Leadership Development Trustee
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youthtrustee@templeakiba.net
WENDY SENELICK, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
LISA TSIMANIS, Financial Secretary
financialsec@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net
IRA DIAMOND, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff:
JEFFREY RIPS, Executive Director
director@templeakiba.net
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net
KATHRYN VISCHJAGER, Program Director
programdirector@templeakiba.net
LEAH PENSO,  Youth & Camp Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Day Camp Director
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net 
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net
ARIEL PEPPER, Weekend Administrative Host
weekendadmin@templeakiba.net
MICHAEL ROTHBART, Song Leader
mrothbartmusic@gmail.com
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

Friday Shabbat Services
MARCH/APRIL

Friday, March 1                   6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service with 2nd Grade

Friday, March 8                       6:30pm
Shabbat Choir Service with Women Theme

Friday, March 15    6:30pm             
Kabbalat Shabbat
  
Friday, March 22                          6:30pm
Camp Reunion & TASTY Youth Group Service

Friday, March 29                          6:30pm
Shabbat Service

Friday, April 5                    6:30pm
Shabbat Service with Adult Bat Mitzvah

Friday, April 12                           6:30pm
Shabbat Choir Service with Guest 
Cantor Rebekah Mirsky

Friday, April 19    6:30pm
Disney Shabbat

Friday, April  26                6:30pm
Passover Shabbat Service

On three things 

the world is sustained: 

on Torah, on service, and 

on deeds of loving kindness.

Pirkei  Avot 1:2
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Dear all,

In March we celebrate the 
Festival of Purim.  One month 
later, we observe the Festival of Passover.  
Purim recalls when Esther, the Jewish Queen 
of Persia, stood up against Haman, whose 
intent was to murder the entire Jewish 
population.  (Perhaps Haman learned all there 
was to know about Judaism from a TikTok 
video - and therefore came to erroneous 
conclusions?)

Passover recalls our escape from Egypt and 
the formation of our people as a nation with a 
story, a theology, and a land.

While Purim teaches that one voice can alter 
the future of our people, Passover teaches that 
being part of one people can transform how 
we use our voice.

Both Festivals resonate deeply in our day.  
Haman still exists.  But so does Esther.  And 
we, more than ever, must stand up against 
the vast ignorance that is spreading about  
Judaism and Israel.  

Similarly, our escape from Egypt is something 
we do in every generation.  We have all 
experienced hardship.  Passover brings us 
together with a shared hope and destiny, with 
an understanding that strength can emerge 
from the journeys we endure.  Further, 
Passover reminds us that the promise of Israel 
goes back over 2000 years, and that we should 
not allow contemporary voices to deny that 
Israel has historic significance to Jews.

Most important, in addition to navigating the 
layers of meaning - make sure you dive deeply 
into the joy, the pure joy, each Festival offers.  
It’s those moments of joy which become the 
hallmarks of our experience!

With love and shalom,
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro

Shalom, Rav
As Purim approaches, I wanted to explore the 
history of our beloved Purim Shpiel (“play” in 
Yiddish). Purim Shpiels are the only genuine 
folk theater that has not only survived a thousand 
years of European culture, it has changed & flourished 
over time. It began in 15th century Europe with Ashkenazi 
Jews using silly rhymed phrases from the Book of Esther to 
entertain audiences and celebrate Purim.

In the 1500 – 1600s, Shpiels took place at private homes. 
Yeshiva students were recruited as actors. As the entertainment 
became more competitive, amateur & professional entertainers 
were recruited for the Purim Shpiels, with groups of touring 
players known as "Shpielers" performing in costume in 
people's homes. The humor in the shpiel often derived from 
erotic profanity & obscenity.

In the 1700 – 1800s the Shpiels began to incorporate biblical 
themes. Profanity and obscenity, like other traditional Purim 
Shpiel elements such as prologue, narration, epilogue, 
parodies, & current events, remained a part of these biblical-
themed Purim shpiels. By the 18th century Purim Shpiels 
evolved into longer dramas with musical accompaniment & 
large casts. These shpiels were performed in public places for 
a fixed admission price.

Today, the Purim Shpiel is still performed in many 
communities & synagogues. Some are brief, rhyming, 
humorous monologues, while others include puppet shows 
performed for small children. In other cases, the Purim spiel 
is an elaborate parody of a Broadway play, with scenery, 
costumes, singing, dancing, and more. Whatever their format, 
today's Purim shpiel is an example of Jewish continuity 
through a tradition begun hundreds of years ago, and because 
of their fun nature, are likely to help this Jewish holiday 
tradition persevere in the future.

We are so excited to celebrate Purim at Temple Akiba with 
our amazing annual Purim Shpiel, Estie! The story & music 
are taken from the classic musical Annie and re-adapted by 
Tracey Wise Finkelstein. We are so proud that we have the 
biggest cast we’ve ever had participating this year. We have 
30 participants ranging from 3rd – 8th grade. They have 
been practicing for hours over the past few months under the 
leadership of Tracey. The Shpiels continue to get better and 
better every year under her direction!

We hope you can join us this year to watch this talented group 
of kids on Sunday, March 17 at 9am and Tuesday, March 19 
at 6pm in Temple Akiba’s Social Hall. It is guaranteed to be        
a morning and evening of entertainment, music and fun!

L'Shalom,  Cantor Lonee Frailich

Cantor's Corner



www.TempleAkiba.net    3  

A few short weeks ago, Rabbi Shapiro & I returned with 
the confirmation class from a seminar called L’taken, run 
by the Religious Action Center of the Union for Reform 
Judaism in Washington D.C.

There, we gathered with 
200 other teens from reform 
congregations across the 
country to study social justice 
issues that are of importance to both the students as 
teenagers & the Reform Jewish movement as a whole. 
There were issues like, Gun Violence Prevention, climate 
change, LBGTQ rights, reproductive rights, Mental 
health in schools, & antisemitism. What made me proud 
of the Temple Akiba students was how they tackled these 
issues. They approached them with intellect, a good 
conscience, & most importantly Judaism. Throughout 
the 4-day seminar, the students discovered that Judaism 
& the Talmud were the first major advocates for social 
change and that these are not new ideas or concepts, 
but rather ancient ideas being revisited. The amazing 
thing about all of this is that this was not news to the 
students of Temple Akiba. Our students strive to live 
by Jewish values each day, and from a young age have 
integrated these concepts and ideas into their everyday 
lives.   When they speak about social justice issues, they 
speak as individuals, as Americans, & as Reform Jews.      
They are proud to be Jewish and to associate Jewish   
text and knowledge with their world of thinking.

They are the future generation of Jewish Leaders who 
live by Jewish values, integrate them into their everyday 
lives, & advocate for others to do the same.  They have 
taken Judaism beyond the synagogue walls. I hope 
that   I will continue to see that inner light that shines 
so  bright in each of the students here at 
Temple Akiba.

L'Shalom,                                                                    
Randee Bishoff, Dir. of Education                                    

President's Message
In my last message I talked about our vision of 
making Temple Akiba your center for Jewish Life. 
Our Shabbat Services bring us together to pray, sing, 
celebrate, honor and inspire us. It is so heartwarming 
to see our prayer spaces full, in the Social Hall for 
Kabbalat Shabbat and, especially, in our newly 
dedicated Mendel Family Sanctuary. A special thanks 
to Jerry Mendel for his generous donation which will 
provide ongoing support to Temple Akiba’s programs 
and services and inspire us to greater achievements. 

Welcoming everyone to our Shabbat Services is a 
key piece of our warm embrace. We are looking for 
additional greeters, “Akiba Ambassadors” to be a 
part of our team. Contact Helene Jaffa, our Religious 
Practices Trustee, for more information.

Our Religious School is also a shining light that 
Temple Akiba is the center of Jewish Life for so many 
families. We continue to grow despite it being mid-
year. Our goal is to have our students and families 
stay engaged and committee to Temple Akiba for 
many years and to building lasting Jewish identities. 
Attesting to that, last summer we had no students 
enrolled in our Confirmation class. After Rabbi 
Shapiro visited Resident Camp, 11 students enrolled! 
Those students recently returned from lobbying 
their elected officials about issues of concern to 
them and the Reform Movement. Camp also builds 
strong Jewish identities. Send your kids or grandkids 
to camp. Support the From the Heart Campaign to 
provide camp scholarships.

As Purim, Spring and Passover approach, we are 
offering many events to make Temple Akiba your 
center for Jewish Life, creating New Life and 
opportunities in the connections we make and the 
sense of belonging we foster.

Enjoy the Purim Shpiel March 17 & 19. Volunteer 
at the Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 17. Check 
out the Chai-Brow Comedy on Saturday, March 23, 
including the Megillah Reading. Celebrate Disney 
Shabbat on April 19. Come to our Second Night 
Passover Seder on Tuesday, April 23. Participate in 
Mitzvah Day on Sunday, May 19. Sponsor & attend 
“A Night Out in Tel Aviv” on Saturday, June 1.

Looking forward to seeing you at all these 
wonderful events.

Cathy Penso, President

ECC & Religious School
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I have been doing a lot of thinking about the symbolism and importance of the number 4 in Jewish life – and this 
is especially evident during Passover where we have the Four Questions, the Four Children, and the Four cups of 
Wine (or in my case – grape juice).  

The number four is not limited to just Passover.  In Sukkot, we bring together the Four Species when we shake the 
Lulav and Etrog (Lulav (palm branch), hadas (myrtle), arava (willow) and etrog (citron).  On Chanukah we spin the 
Dreidel with its four sides (Nes (Nun) Gadol (Gimel) Haya (Hey) Sham (Shin) – A Great Miracle Happened There.  
Or if you are playing in Israel, the Dreidel looks a little different - (Nes (Nun) Gadol (Gimel) Haya (Hey) Po (Pey) 
– A Great Miracle Happened There.  

According to Jewish tradition, there are four Matriarchs, or mothers of the tribes of Israel.  These are Sarah, 
Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel, and another four has to do with the Talit with the four corners tassels are attached 
sometimes referred to as Tzitzit.  

Most people don’t know why there are so many fours in Jewish Life, while some say that the number four 
symbolizes stability, like in a table. Why do you think the number four comes up so often in Judaism? Is there a 
hidden meaning behind the number four?  Are there other “fours” in Judaism that I have not included above?  I’m 
interested to hear your thoughts.  Please email me at director@templeakiba.net to let me know of any fours you 
can think of or reasons why four is so common in Judaism. 

Better yet, join Rabbi Shapiro in his wonderful weekly Adult Education opportunities:  Monday Morning Minyan 
from 9:30 AM – 10:00 AM on Zoom;  Talmud Tuesdays, 11:00 AM – 11:20 AM on Zoom where you can discuss 
how Jewish values deepen the way we live;  Wednesday’s World, also from 11:00 AM – 11:20 AM on Zoom 
where you will look at our world through a Jewish lens; and Torah Study, Saturday mornings, 9:00 AM – 10:00 
AM in-person and on zoom where you can participate in an ongoing dialogue between the text of the 
Torah and our community.  Interestingly to me that there are four different weekly Adult Education 
opportunities for our community to come together and learn from, and with, Rabbi Shapiro.  Are the 
four offerings a coincidence?  I think not.  

Wishing you all a very happy and meaningful Passover!        L'Shalom, Jeffrey Rips,  Executive Director

Executive Director's Message
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B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Gavin Abrams
son of Craig Abrams 

& Courtney Edson 
Saturday, March 2

Miles Aaronson
 son of Louba & 
Matt Aaronson

 Saturday, March 9

Josh Pruetz
son of Gena 
& Jay Pruetz

Saturday, March 16

Lucy Pristave
daughter of Elena 

& Matthew Pristave
Saturday, March 30

Melania Sowell 
daughter of 

Jill & Brian Sowell 
Saturday, April 6

Madison Vermette
daughter of Jessica 
& Thomas Vermette 
Saturday, April 20
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Sisterhood needs volunteers to bake & help   
sell for the Temple Akiba Purim Carnival on 

  Sunday, March 17th, 10 am - 1 pm
What an easy way to support the Carnival and satisfy your sweet tooth!                                                       

To pre-register your donations, contact 
Kristine Capell: Kristine.capell@gmail.com  /  Valerie Meyer: vjmeyerqt314@gmail.com

Donations must be pre-packaged in individual portions and 
delivered at 9:00 AM on the day of the Carnival.

(Please note if your baked goods contain nuts, are sugar or gluten 
free or are vegan.)

What Do We Need?  Hamantaschen, cookies, muffins, brownies, hamantaschen, lemon squares, 
hamentaschen, rice crispy squares - please avoid anything super gooey or heavily frosted.

Donations for Purim Bake Sale Needed
Sisterhood needs volunteers to bake & help   
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Brighter and Stronger. . .Together!
As the days start to lengthen, we look forward to many holidays and annual celebrations the 
Sisterhood observes with our community.  Flyers providing information are included in this Bulletin.

Sisterhood will again be sponsoring our Annual Bake Sale at the Temple Akiba Purim Carnival on 
March 17th.  Donations of baked goods, especially hamantaschen, pre-packaged, are needed and   
most welcome.  Last year we sold out – and hope to have more goods for this year.  Proceeds from  
our Bake sale are donated directly back to the Temple. 

Join with us in our own NAMI Walk on May 4th.  Mental health is an issue that impacts so many      
of us on a daily basis and we want to be conscientious and offer support.  For further information,    
and to join our Team, see our Save the Date flyer below.

This past month, so many of you joined us for our BingoRita event – we hope you enjoyed the 
evening.  Lots of winners and prizes were toasted with liquid refreshments provided as well as chips 
& dips.  If you missed it be sure to look for it next year as a great time was had by all who attended.  

We are also so excited that our Mah Jongg classes are totally sold out.  We are trying to look for a way 
to continue to offer it going forward. Hope to see you all at the Mah-jongg tournament in the summer!

Please remember that our Gift Shop stocks a full range of items for Purim and Passover – Groggers, 
Seder Plates, Matzah Trays, Masks and Puppets.  If you want to make a purchase for any occasion 
contact Linda Park, mommylinda50@hotmail.com, for an appointment & to see our full inventory.

Join the Temple Akiba Sisterhood team as we walk from Temple
Akiba, to support The National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI).

Saturday, May 4, 2024 at 10:00 AM

NAMI, the National Alliance for Mental Illness, provides advocacy, education, support and public                                   
awareness so that all individuals and families affected by mental illness can build better lives.

• Raise awareness of mental illness by donating to: 
www.namiwalks.org/losangelescounty and/or registering to our 
team: Temple Akiba Sisterhood.

• Walk an approximate 1.5 mile loop from Temple Akiba to El Marino 
Park and back or make the round trip twice. Refreshments will be 
available at the end of the walk.

For more information, contact Sue Polep s.polep@gte.net; 310-476-4632;           
Tricia Flumenbaum pflumenbaum@gmail.com; 310-991- 0704

SAVE THE DATE!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

21 Adar I

1
9:00 AM Tiny Tot 
Shabbat

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Shira with 2nd Grade 
Family Service

22 Adar I

2
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of    
Gavin Abrams

23 Adar I

3

10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class 

1:00 PM Mah-Jongg 
Class

24 Adar I

4 
25 Adar I

5
26 Adar I

6
27 Adar I

7
28 Adar I

8
6:30  PM Shabbat 
Choir Service with 
Women Theme

29 Adar I

9
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of    
Miles Aaronson

30 Adar I

10

10:30 AM  Intro to 
Judaism Class 

1:00 PM Mah-Jongg 
Class

1 Adar II

11
2 Adar II

12

7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

3 Adar II

13

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom   

4 Adar II

14
5 Adar II

15

4:00 PM Challah Bake

6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

6 Adar II

16
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of    
Josh Pruetz

7 Adar II

17

9:00 AM Purim Shpiel

10:00 AM Purim 
Carnival

8 Adar II

18
9 Adar II

19

6:00 PM Purim Shpiel

10 Adar II

20
11 Adar II

21
12 Adar II

22

5:30 Camp Reunion 
Dinner

6:30 PM Camp 
Reunion / TASTY 
Youth Group Service

13 Adar II

23

9:00 AM Torah Study

8:00 PM Comedy 
Night & Megillah 
Reading 

14 Adar II

24

31           21 Adar II

15 Adar II

25 

ECC Spring Break 
Week 1

16 Adar II

26

7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting

ECC Spring Break 
Week 1

17 Adar II

27

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom    

ECC Spring Break 
Week 1

18 Adar II

28

ECC Spring Break 
Week 1

19 Adar II

29

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service 

ECC Spring Break 
Week 1

20 Adar II

30
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bat Mitzvah of    
Lucy Pristave

March 2024 21 Adar I 5784 - 21 Adar II 5784
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

22 Adar II

1  
23 Adar II

2
24 Adar II

3
25 Adar II

4
26 Adar II

5

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service with Adult 
Bat Mitzvah with 
Guest scholar, Dr. 
Steven Windmueller

27 Adar II

6
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bat Mitzvah of    
Melania Sowell

28 Adar II

7

9:15 AM Hats for 
Good Class

7:30 PM Rosh Hodesh: 
Online Discussion

29 Adar II

8
1 Nissan

9

7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting

2 Nissan

10

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom   

3 Nissan

11 
4 Nissan

12
4:00 PM Challah Bake

6:30  PM Choir Service 
with Guest Artist 
Cantor Rebekah 
Mirsky 

5 Nissan

13
9:00 AM Torah Study

11:00 AM Jewish 
Trauma Workshop

6 Nissan

14

1:00 PM Mah-jongg 
Class

7 Nissan

15 
8 Nissan

16
9 Nissan

17
10 Nissan

18
11 Nissan

19
4:30 PM Tot Disney 
Shabbat 

5:00 PM Disney   
Carnival & Dinner

6:30 PM Disney 
Shabbat Service

12 Nissan

20
8:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Ballona Creek Clean Up

9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bat Mitzvah of    
Madison Vermette

13 Nissan

21

9:00 AM Religious 
School Passover 
Celebration

14 Nissan

22

RS/ECC Spring Break

15 Nissan

23 Temple Closed

RS/ECC Spring Break

16 Nissan

24

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom   

RS/ECC Spring Break

17 Nissan

25 

RS/ECC Spring Break

18 Nissan

26 

6:30 PM Passover  
Performance & Service 

RS/ECC Spring Break

19 Nissan

27

RS/ECC Spring Break

20 Nissan

28

1:00 PM Mah-jongg 
Class

RS/ECC Spring Break

21 Nissan

29 Temple Closed

RS/ECC Spring Break

22 Nissan

30

7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting

RS/ECC Spring Break

April 2024 22 Adar II 5784 - 22 Nissan 5784
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences   
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having  
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.
TEMPLE FUND
Bruce Maxwell
Allison & Seth Rosenzweig
Revolution Office
In gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro, the Temple Akiba Board, & the Akiba 
Family, thank you for your thoughts, blessings, prayers, love, 
and hugs, from Bea Fine
Rabbi Zach Shapiro, for sharing Torah, meeting with my 
LMU students, and for the warm welcome my students & I 
always receive when we come to Temple Akiba, from Rabbi 
Mark Diamond
In honor of:
Roz Brody Lebowitz, to a wonderful mother, mother-in-law,  
& grandmother, from Robyn & Gary Shev & Family
Temple Akiba & Rabbi Shapiro, from Lynne Shapiro
In memory of:
Samuel Gleckman, my father, from Roger & Maxfalda 
Gleckman
Duke Molner, from Sheila & Stan Weinberg
Paula Weiss, beloved sister of Deborah Koniak-Griffin, from 
Wendy & Saul Miller
Paula Weiss, from Sheila & Stan Weinberg

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro, for your help with the Bnai Mitzvah of 
Amanda Walker, from Alicia & Robert Walker
Rabbi Shapiro, from Francis X. Clooney & Class
In honor of:
The Mendel Family Sanctuary, from Eileen Snidman
Rosalie Gotz, for her continued good recovery, from the    
Akiba Amoeba Havurah
In memory of:
Alayne Hariton, from Eric & Ariel Rudin
Debbie Kovach, my sister, from Lisabeth Lobenthal
Paula Weiss, my sister, from Deborah Koniak-Griffin & Art 
Griffin
Paula Weiss, sister of Debbie Koniak-Griffin, from Nancy      
& Herb Trachtenberg

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In gratitude to:
Cantor Frailich, for the Bat Mitzvah of Clara Mellor, from 
Nancy Balter & Blake Mellor
Cantor Frailich, for your help with the Bnai Mitzvah of  
Amanda Walker, from Alicia & Robert Walker

ECC FUND
Scott Cooper & Reva Gindi
In memory of: 
Sidney Gordon, my father-in-law, from Sheila Gordon & 
Family

YAHRZEIT FUND
Mike Abrams, beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother, & 
uncle, from Lesley Gold
Elliot Ballonoff, my father, from Bradley & Christine Comp
Marjorie Berkson, my mother, from Lori & Bruce Rudich & Family
Mel Bloch, from Paulette & Joel Gessin
Sheldon Block, my father, from Keith & Robyn Block
Julia Cukier Siegler, my daughter, from Jody Cukier
Abraham Dershewitz, my father, from Shelley Garrido
Jane Deverell, from Lesley Gold
Carol Diamond, from Jerry Mendel
Meyer Drizeck, my grandfather, from Marlisse Bachrach
Avi Frankl, from Janice & Neil Schwartz
Dr. David Goldstein, my father, from Don & Toni Goldstein
Louis Gordon, my grandfather, from Bruce & Lori Rudich & Family
Maurice Green, my father, from Paulette & Joel Gessin
Michael Grossman, my brother-in-law, from Jerry Mendel
Eugene Hall, from Mary & Jeremy Shapiro
Charles Harris, my father, from Louise Feinberg
Jack Hirschberg, my husband, from Shirley Hirschberg
Ben Kahan, my father, from Alan Kahan
Michael Krenicki, my father, from Joanne & Larry Kahn
Adolph Labowitz, my father, from Rochelle Patton
Sadie Lipman, Joseph Lipman, Millie Lipman, Evelyn Lipman, 
Rose Ruth Naar, Charles Naar, Maxwell Lipman, Eleanor 
Barron, & Aaron Lipman, from Jody Stritzel, Lorraine Lipman     
& Louise Lipman
Phillip Levine, my father, from Shirley & Morris Price
Ira Harold Lurvey, my father, from Nathana Horn
Alfred Mendel, my father, from Jerry Mendel
Gary Naiman, my father, from Marshall Naiman & Danelle Fisher
Walter Pemstein, my father, from Maria & Ira Pemstein
Victor Penso, my husband, from June Penso
Joseph Poizner, my father, from Michael Poizner
Allen Resnick, my stepfather, from Sheila & Stanley Weinberg
Gerry & Hal Rosen, our parents, from Michael & Steven Rosen
Ruth Shappell, my mother, from Emily & Fred Edelman
Marion Stern, my grandmother, from Carol Fortel
Louis Tassone, my father, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Jerry Urfrig, my brother, from Wendy Temple
Mary Zakheim Ginberg, my aunt, from Rosalyn Zakheim & Gayle 
Dukelow

LEE WOLKOWITZ FUND
In memory of: 
Helen Wolkowitz, my mother, from Ed & Marla Wolkowitz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In gratitude to: 
Rabbi Shapiro, for the Bat Mitzvah of Clara Mellor, from 
Nancy Balter & Blake Mellor
In honor of:
Helene Jaffa, for her birthday, from Sue Polep
In memory of: 
William Polep my father-in-law, from Sue Polep

FROM THE HEART RESIDENT CAMP FUND
Cathy & Bruce Penso
June Penso
Jeffrey & Lauren Rips
Leanna & Ron Watts
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Nancy & Scott Alpert
Marni Cabaysa

Lauren & Russell Goldberg
Emily Mayer & Cory McCrummen

Brett Simon

2023 SECURITY CAMPAIGN FUND
Matt & Louba Aaronson, Matthew & Stella Cohen, Scott Cooper 
& Reva Gindi, Terry Coty, Elise Dorne, Diana Escudero, 
David Feldstein & Elizabeth Bluestein, Adriane Fleming & Steve 
Kaufman, Roberta Flusser, Arleen & Lewis Forsheit, Gabrielle 
Heyman, Joy & Paul Jacobs, Helene Jaffa, Alan Kahan, 
Joanne & Larry Kahn, Mia & Daniel Kennedy, Jannie Magoulas, 
Denise Marco, Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky, Renee Meshul & 
Tom Klitzner, Victor & Michal Nahmias, Ira & Maria Pemstein, 
Jessica & Kevin Poff, Allison Parker & Sam Plotkin, Diane Raben, 
Lana & Benjamin Rapoport, Jessica Garrido Rosemberg & Daniel 
Rosemberg, Allison & Seth Rosenzweig, Shira Sergant & Dov 
Waisman, Temple Akiba Sisterhood, Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg, 
Michele Van Gelderen, Sheila & Stanley Weinberg, Sabrina Wind, 
Ed & Marla Wolkowitz, Melissa York, Suzanne & David Zoltan

A group dealing with bereavement and/or 
changes in relationships, career, social, family 
and health issues.  Share your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confidential 
atmosphere.  
Non-Members are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 pm
via Zoom.  Please call Temple Akiba upon 
interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net

Caring Community
Do you or a loved one need a ride to 
services or an appointment, a meal     
or an errand, a visit or phone call?

OR Can you provide these services?

Please let us know.

Co-Chairs:

Terry Coty: trcoty@hotmail.com

Terry Shenkman: teshenkman@gmail.com

THANKS FOR CARING!

A group dealing with bereavement and/or 
changes in relationships, career, social, family 
and health issues.  Share your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confidential 
atmosphere.  
Non-Members are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 pm
via Zoom.  Please call Temple Akiba upon 
interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net
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We have a busy spring and summer ahead of us! Please join the Men’s Group of 
Temple Akiba in these wonderful, interesting and fun upcoming events:

Tuesday, 26 March, at 7:00, Rabbi Shapiro will be speaking with us. Details of the subject 
matter are still being worked out and will be shared as it is finalized. It will be an interesting and 
thought provoking conversation.

Sunday, 17 March at 10:00 AM - Purim Carnival. The Men’s Group is sponsoring the Wine Bar. 
We need volunteers to help at the carnival. Please let Victor (Vnahmias@aol.com) know if you 
can participate.

Friday, 24 May at 6:30 PM - Men’s Group Shabbat Service. Our annual shabbat where we lead 
the congregation in prayer. Want to participate? Let Victor know.

Friday nights, June/July/August - We will be hosting 3 barbecues this summer. Grillemasters, 
get your mitts and equipment ready.

July - our second annual night of Music Under the Stars. Once again, Klezmer will reign supreme 
in Wolkowitz Field. Dancing is encouraged.

Join us, get involved. Have an idea for a program? Have a connection to someone really 
interesting? (Don’t forget, we are men interested in the world around us, so don’t be afraid to 
share your ideas). For more information and/or membership info, please contact Victor Nahmias 
at VNahmias@aol.com.

Men's Group Message
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8 WEEKS of FUN! 
JUNE �� - AUGUST �

Email: 
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net 

for more information visit
www.templeakiba.net/day-camp

4
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their full            
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community.

3UHVLGHQW·V &LUFOH
�ŚĂŝ

Sara & Peter Rutenberg
dǌĂĚŝŬ

Barbara Axelband   Susan & Paul Balter   Joy & Paul Jacobs   Jerry & Letty (z’l) Mendel     
Leanna & Ron Watts     Marla & Edward Wolkowitz    Sue & Jerry (z’l) Urfrig

,ĞƐĐŚĞů
Judy & Michael Bauer                 Linda & Robert Fleishman      

WƌŝĞƐĂŶĚ
Myrna Kayton                   Cathy & Bruce Penso                   Ariel & Eric Rudin

,ŝůůĞů
Ira & Carol (z’l) Diamond    Helene & David (z’l) Jaffa   Susan & Barry Moser   Maria & Ira Pemstein

   

  DĂŝŵŽŶŝĚĞƐ
Lacey & Marc Bauer       Cayla & David Chipp        Verna Erez       Steven Hassan       Alan Kahan                

Andrew Lachman & Ingrid Moran   Yana & Adam Moser    Lauren & Jeffrey Rips   Wendy & Devin Senelick    
Andrea & Jay Swerdlow    Laurie & Ira Waldman     Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz

DŽƐĞƐ
Elaine & Bruce Holiday                 Jenna & Adam Sonenshein

DŝƌŝĂŵ
Diana & David Hauptman       Susan Frazin         Emily Parkhust & Gary Hoggatt         Donna Spielberg                   

Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg

DŝĐĂŚ 
Sharon Balter         Meredith & Jonathan Basiri         Patricia Newler & Ira Clark        Sara Fields            

Laura Abrams & Owen Fighter    Manami & Abraham Fischer     Linda & Joel Forman                      
Arleen & Lewis Forsheit      Antoinette Glick         Rosalie & Michael Gotz        John Magoulas                            

Lori & Ira Rudich          Ari Rutenberg & Nikki Tilmouth       Sheila & Stanley Weinberg

�ĞďŽƌĂŚ 
Tamar & Fren Asken        Diane Bulgatz          Beverly Eshed-Magaril       Connie Chiu & Jesse Golden                      
Jill & Jonathan Hyman         Paula Shulman & Matthew Josephson         Deborah & Art Koniak-Griffin                           

Miriam & Steven Levy        Joyce Perlick        Allison Parker & Sam Plotkin        June Penso                                    
Svetlana & Benjamin Rapoport       Debbie Richards       Marni & Matthew Schapiro       Diney & Ira Shulman    

Jessica Stroik & Kamyar Soleymani        Jane Stark        Annie Dimascio & Adam Tessitore                                      
Jack Wexler            Gabrielle Zadra & Mark Wild
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TEMPLE AKIBA’S 17th ANNUAL MITZVAH DAY
SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2024

A magical day of Tikkun Olam and community building devoted to a variety of 
on-site and off-site projects for the benefit of those in need in our community and beyond.

Look for Brochures mid-April: Choose from one of these projects and more:
Plant flowers in painted pots 
Make Tzedakah Boxes from recycled containers
Make Shabbat kits for seniors at Jewish Family Service 
Sing to the Elderly
Embroider Comfort Bears & Bunnies    
Write Messages of Gratitude & Caring to Israeli           
Soldiers & First Responders
Assemble Craft Kits for Hospitalized Children

Decorate Book Bags for Teens
Create Kindness Rocks
Paint treasure boxes
Make our Ritual Objects Shine
Projects for our Furry Friends

Assemble New Member Gifts

Put the Leaves on our Tree of Life

Help people experiencing homelessness: 
Make lunches Donate Blood
Assemble Care kits
Learn CPR
Donate and Sort Shoes 
Knit a hat or make a scarf
Make Challah to fight hunger

Start Collecting: gently used shoes & new socks, travel size hygiene items, 
disposable razors, feminine hygiene products, flip-flops, new board books & 

toys, books for teens, school supplies, & household cleaning supplies 
Pet Supplies: Dog & cat food, treats, toys, blankets, towels, stainless                

steel bowls, leashes, collars, harnesses, pet beds, carriers, crates,                         
cat litter, wee wee pads & shampoos

Items can be dropped in the Collection Boxes at Temple.
Contact Cathy Penso, president@templeakiba.net
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CALLING ALL RV’ERS/CAMPERS
The Lovin’ Levelers is an active Jewish RV Camping Club which            

originated out of the North Valley Jewish Community Center in the early 
1970’s.  Many people question the idea yet alone the reality of JEWISH 
CAMPING versus exquisite hotels. While both are good, remember that 

in our early Jewish history we camped for 40 years in the desert after 
leaving Egypt! 

Our membership is quite wide ranging from Santa Barbara to 
Oceanside, including the LA, San Fernando & Santa Clarita Valleys, 

Thousand Oaks to Ventura & Seal Beach to Brea.  Our group is looking 
to expand with new members aged 50+. We are a “Traveling Havurah” 
in RV’s of various sorts, enjoying the company of other Jewish people.

We plan group outings on one long weekend a month within 2-3 hours 
of Los Angeles.  Our weekend outings include visiting places of interest 
in each area, gathering around a campfire, playing games, doing crafts 
and just having fun being together.  Furthermore, we include brief but 

meaningful services and celebrations for Shabbat and Havdalah.

For more information contact
Linda Fleischman, Temple Member, 310-487-8910  or  
Allan Teplinsky, Club President, Home (818) 368-3471; 

Cell (818) 264-6199
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

Want to invest in property in 

Los Angeles while helping to 

build new housing?

Contact Temple Akiba member 

Josh Kamali at (323) 487-1348 

or josh@reddoorinvest.com

www.reddoorinvest.com






