
Nissan/Iyar/Sivan 5784
May/June 2024

Vol. 70, No. 6

Also In 
This 
Issue:

theAKIBA BULLETIN

Be part of the magic at 
our 17th annual Mitzvah 

Day on May 19th!
pages 17

T emple A kiba of C ulver C ity

Come have fun on a
night out inTel Aviv 

on June 1st!
pages 10-11

Join us for annual 
Congregational Meeting 

on May 15th!
page 6



Bulletin Editor: 
Rebecca Holzberg

A bi-monthly publication of: Temple Akiba

5249 S. Sepulveda Boulevard, Culver City, CA  90230
P:  (310) 398-5783  •  F: (310) 398-1637

 admin@templeakiba.net    www.templeakiba.net

Rabbi’s Message     2

Cantor’s Message     2 

Director of Education’s Message   3  

President’s Message     3

Executive Director’s Message   4

Calendar       12-13

Donations/Tzedakah     14-15

Table of Contents

With our Water Filling Stations 
We have saved

13,488 plastic bottles
Temple Akiba’s Green Team thanks you for your particiaption! 



www.TempleAkiba.net    1  

Clergy
Rabbi:  ZACHARY R. SHAPIRO
rabbi@templeakiba.net  
Cantor:  LONEE FRAILICH
cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
Rabbi Emeritus:  ALLEN S. MALLER

Temple Akiba Board of Trustees:
CATHY PENSO, President
president@templeakiba.net
MARC BAUER, Executive Vice President
evp@templeakiba.net
MORRIS ZLOTOWITZ, Finance Trustee
financetrustee@templeakiba.net
HELENE JAFFA, Religious Practices Trustee
rptrustee@templeakiba.net
JENNA SONENSHEIN, Membership Trustee
membershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
JOHN MAGOULAS, Development Trustee
developmenttrustee@templeakiba.net
TRACEY WISE FINKELSTEIN, Religious School Trustee
relschooltrustee@templeakiba.net
LEAH POTOK , ECC Trustee
ecctrustee@templeakiba.net
BENJAMIN RAPOPORT, Facilities Trustee
facilitiestrustee@templeakiba.net
ANDREW LACHMAN, Leadership Development Trustee
leadershiptrustee@templeakiba.net
SARA FIELDS, Engagement Trustee
engagementtrustee@templeakiba.net
JAMIE SHWARTZ, Camp and Youth Trustee
youthtrustee@templeakiba.net
WENDY SENELICK, Recording Secretary
rsecretary@templeakiba.net
LISA TSIMANIS, Financial Secretary
financialsec@templeakiba.net
LINDA PARK, Sisterhood
sisterhood@templeakiba.net
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
mensgroup@templeakiba.net
IRA DIAMOND, Immediate Past President
pastpresident@templeakiba.net

Temple Staff:
JEFFREY RIPS, Executive Director
director@templeakiba.net
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net
KATHRYN VISCHJAGER, Program Director
programdirector@templeakiba.net
LEAH PENSO,  Youth & Camp Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net 
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Day Camp Director
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Executive Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net 
DINA HEMPLING,  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templeakiba.net
ARIEL PEPPER, Weekend Administrative Host
weekendadmin@templeakiba.net
MICHAEL ROTHBART, Song Leader
mrothbartmusic@gmail.com
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

Friday Shabbat Services
MAY/JUNE

Friday, May 3                   6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service with 
Guest Artist, Jacob Spike Kraus

Friday, May10                       6:30pm
Shabbat Choir Service

Friday, May 17    6:30pm             
Confirmation Shabbat Service
  
Friday, May 24                          6:30pm
Men's Group Shabbat Service

Friday, May 31                          6:30pm
Shabbat Service with Guest Artist, Justin Stein

Friday, June 7                    6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service Honoring HS Seniors

Friday, June 14                           6:30pm
Choir Service with Volunteer Recognition

Friday, June 21    6:30pm
Pride Kabbalat Shabbat

Friday, June 28                6:30pm
Beach Shabbat Service

On three things 

the world is sustained: 

on Torah, on service, and 

on deeds of loving kindness.

Pirkei  Avot 1:2
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Dear all,

We are Jews,
We stand at the intersection of 
universal truths and the Torah of our people.

We are Jews.
We pursue justice for all humanity while living the 
traditions of 1000 generations.

We are Jews.
We balance free-will with the voice of 
commandedness.

We are Jews.
We support and demand more of Israel at the same 
time.

We are Jews.
We study Torah.  We wrestle with Torah.  We argue 
with Torah.  We do not walk away from Torah.

We are Jews.
We embrace those who are broken.  We realize that 
each of us, in some way, is broken.

We are Jews.
We talk with God.  We listen to God.  We partner 
with God.  We try to figure out exactly what God is.

We are Jews.  
We resonate with the music and sounds of our 
culture.

We are Jews.
We are one.  We are many.

We are Jews.
We are Reform.  We are Orthodox.  We are non-
Denominational.  We are secular.  We are traditional.  
We are cultural.  We feel it when Anti-Semitism 
occurs.  We feel it when Hatikvah is sung.

We are Jews.
We are proud.  We are questioning.  We are seeking.  
We are learning.

We are Jews.

With love and shalom,
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro

Shalom, Rav
A pedestrian on 57th Street sees a musician 
getting out of a cab and asks, “How do you get to 
Carnegie Hall?” Without pause, the artist replies 
wearily, “Practice, practice, practice.”

On Sunday, April 7, three of Temple Akiba’s High School 
students did just that. They practiced, practiced, practiced and 
made their singing debut at Carnegie Hall! My daughter Indee 
Gantman, a Freshman, Sienna Burris, a Sophomore and Cayla 
Roper, a Junior are members of the HaZamir International 
Jewish Teen Choir. HaZamir is a youth movement that 
welcomes Jewishly identified & musically talented teens from 
a broad range of cultural backgrounds and levels of religious 
observance. HaZamir offers high 
schoolers in 35 chapters across the 
United States & Israel the opportunity 
to learn and sing Jewish choral music  
at the highest musical standard & on  
the world’s greatest stages. 

Temple Akiba, Wilshire Boulevard Temple & Temple Beth 
Am took turns hosting rehearsals for HaZamir’s city chapter. 
Los Angeles has the second largest participating group in 
the United States of 13 kids between the City & Valley 
chapters. Our students have been practicing every weekend 
for this concert since October. They joined together to sing at  
Carnegie Hall with over 250 other young adults from chapters 
across the United States and Israel. 

The concert was an emotional and moving tribute to Israel and 
it was extraordinary. The blending of their voices, their poise 
and musicianship was phenomenal and professional. Seeing 
hundreds of Jewish high school students proudly sing Hebrew 
songs, proudly showcase their Jewish identities and proudly 
and publicly celebrate Israel during this contentious time in 
history was empowering and heart-warming. 

One of the highlights of the concert was a two-minute standing 
ovation as the students from the Israeli chapters took to the 
stage for their performance. Many of these young adults were 
directly impacted by the events of October 7. They have 
friends & family who have perished, their homes destroyed 
and their lives in constant flux. Many will be graduating High 
School and moving directly into the IDF in the summer-time. 
Despite these hardships, they continued to meet and practice 
and were proudly debuted at Carnegie Hall.

The experiences these students had & the friendships made are 
ones that will last a lifetime. These are the future leaders of  
our community, leaders that are proud to be Jewish, proud to 
be connected to their community and proud to sing for Israel!

L'Shalom, Cantor Lonee Frailich

Cantor's Corner
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Each year the first full week of May officially brings a 
national focus of gratitude directed at educators across the 
country with an abundance of expressions of appreciation 
for teachers and what they do. I personally believe that 
every day of the year should be recognized as Teacher 
Appreciation Day. We here at Temple Akiba are filled 
with gratitude for the dedicated, creative, & responsive 
care that the educators in our classrooms give to our 
children each & every week. Our teachers in our schools 
are our honored partners who work on the ground daily & 
weekly to create inspiring and responsive environments 
that support the learning of our children. The National 
Education Association (NEA) describes National Teacher 
Day “as a day for honoring teachers & recognizing the 
lasting contributions they make to our lives.”

There is something so Jewish about this idea. Two things 
that Judaism places the highest value on are the expression 
of gratitude and the importance of teaching & learning. 
The Hebrew term for gratitude is hakarat ha’tov which 
translates to “recognizing the good.” It is a reminder to 
express our appreciation when & where it is felt. There is 
also no shortage of expressions of reverence for educators 
throughout Jewish teachings. In the Talmud, it is said that 
“the true guardians of a community are the teachers.  The 
wise rabbi & philosopher, Abraham Heschel, captured the 
essence of the power & impact of teachers, especially those 
of young children, when he said, “What we need, more 
than anything else, isn’t textbooks but rather text people. 
It is the personality of the teacher which is the text that 
students read – the text that they’ll never forget.” Teaching 
carries quite a weight of responsibility & it’s right that we 
dedicate some energy to showing our appreciation to those 
who dedicate their lives to educating our children. So, as 
we approach this formal week of expressing gratitude to 
teachers in our lives & in the lives of children, reflect on a 
teacher who has touched your life or someone in your life in 
a positive way and take a moment to reach out & express 
your gratitude to them – now & throughout the year. And 
to all our teachers, I personally thank you for the tiring, 
yet very meaningful, impactful work you do 
each & every day. 

Toda rabah/thanks so much!                                                             
Randee Bishoff, Dir. of Education                                    

President's Message
On Sunday, April 14, I stood in solidarity with our 
congregation as we came together to pray for Israel 
and all Jewish people. Once again, I was reminded 
that belonging to our community is such a blessing, 
to have a shelter of peace that inspires us to come 
together to triumph over darkness and fear, enabling 
our light to shine brighter and brighter. 

Our light shone very brightly as we came together for 
the special Congregational meeting to approve hiring 
Rabbi Daniel Freedman as our Rabbi Educator.
This is a historic moment for Temple Akiba. The 
haimish welcome Rabbi Freedman received was 
truly heartwarming. I want to acknowledge again 
the commitment and effort of the Search Committee:    
Co-Chairs, Helene Jaffa and Tracey Wise-Finkelstein, 
with Scott Markowitz, Randy Murphy, Stella Setka, 
Jen Sheppard, Jenna Sonenshein and Summer Lucas, 
Youth Representative. Rabbi Shapiro, and Jeffrey 
Rips, our Executive Director, were invaluable in this 
process, as well.

Come together again for our annual Congregational 
Meeting Wednesday, May 15 at 7:00 PM to vote on 
next year’s budget and to elect our Board Members. 
New Board members will be introduced and outgoing 
Board members will be recognized as well as special 
committees & staff. Join us for dinner at 6:00 PM.

Mitzvah Day, Sunday, May 17 -Come together with 
300 of your fellow congregants to make a difference 
in the lives of hundreds of people. Be a Part of the 
Magic by signing up using the brochure or online.

Join us for A Night out in Tel Aviv, Saturday, June 
1 as Temple Akiba is transformed. Casino Games, 
Prizes, Drinks, Food, Live Music, Dancing and more!

Volunteer Recognition Shabbat on June 14 - Join 
us as we thank all of you who gave your time, talent, 
commitment, and energy, to the incredible events, 
programs and improvements this year.

As my third year as President ends and I begin my 
last, I look forward to building on what we have 
accomplished through the great partnership we have 
with our Board, Staff, Committees and  
all of you.         

Our light truly shines brighter together!
Cathy Penso, President

ECC & Religious School
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When I was growing up, the month of May signified a crucial time for me. Sure, it meant we were one step closer 
to the end of the school year. More importantly, it meant that my yearly heaven was drawing closer. I was one of 
those kids who went through the motions during the school year to get to what I loved – going to summer camp! 
When we were not on a family camping trip, all my summers were spent going to day camp. Then, when I was old 
enough, I started going to sleep-away camp. 

My time at day camp and sleep-away camp was transformative for me and led me on my professional trajectory 
that has fortunately brought me to Temple Akiba. The freedoms I felt, the friends I made, the ability to try new 
things, and the invaluable learning about Jewish life and culture in a fun way are still things I think about when 
I think about my time at camp. In addition to the experiences and amazing times I had, it is the ever-enduring 
relationships I made during my time attending and then working at camps that are still so important to me today. 
In the past few weeks, I connected with four former camp directors whom I am blessed to call my mentors, still 
have in my life, and all whom I consider to be my friends. More important than anything else, I met my wife Lauren 
when we were working at camp together. 

As I think back, my parents sending me to camp was one of the biggest gifts they ever gave me. It was not an easy 
thing to do, but they always made it a priority for me and my sisters. If you have not given your child or grandchild 
the gift of camp, by signing them up for Temple Akiba’s Day Camp or Camp Akiba’s sleep-away camp – it is not 
too late. Space is filling up, but you can still register for our camp programs at templeakiba.net/Akiba-camps. If you 
want to help other children attend camp, something that was given to me by so many people I did not know, you 
can make a difference in other children’s lives, enabling them to attend our camp programs by donating to our 
camp scholarship funds at www.templeakiba.net/donate. 

A huge thank you to our Youth & Resident Camp Director, Leah Penso, and Day Camp Director,   
Robyn Altman, for their dedication, care, creativity, passion, and hard work in creating our incredible 
camp programs. With their leadership, our camp programs help to make our Light Shine Brightly! 

L'Shalom, Jeffrey Rips,  Executive Director

Executive Director's Message
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B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Benjamin Sher 
son of Kevin Sher 

& Shirley Sher
 Saturday, May 4

Zachary Sayles
 son of Dana Sayles 
& John Tyson Sayles
 Saturday, May 11

Jonah Wild
son of Gabrielle 

Zadra & Henry Wild
Saturday, May 18

Hannah White
daughter of 

Lauren & Ryan 
White

Saturday, June 1

Nathan Dunn 
son of 

Julie Alexander 
& Troy Dunn

Saturday, June 15
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Brighter and Stronger. . .Together!
We are so excited and busy with all the events and activities still to be celebrated as this year draws 
to a close.  We were thrilled to be able to raise almost $411 during our Purim Carnival Bake Sale and 
contribute the proceeds to the Temple.  It was once again a sell-out and a huge thank you to all our 
volunteer bakers, as well as to all who purchased our treats.  

We will be celebrating our ECC graduates on May 31st and presenting each of them with a book 
in honor of this milestone event. We will also be honoring our upcoming Confirmands at their 
celebration on May 17th, presenting each of them with a WRJ Womens Torah Commentary and 
making donations on their behalf to programs/organizations of their choosing.

Our final event of the year is our semi-annual Mah Jongg Tournament scheduled for June 9th.

Our Gift Shop continues to be open by appointment.  Contact Linda Park at mommylinda50@hotmail.
com.  We continue to replenish our inventory with new tallit, mezuzahs, candlesticks and many other 
ritual items.  Keep us in mind for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings as well as Bar and Bat Mitzvahs.

Our new Sisterhood Executive Board and Sisterhood Board of Trustees will assume their 
responsibilities as of July 1st and continue to lead Sisterhood in our customary roles as well as seek 
new paths for Sisterhood to enhance and augment life at Temple Akiba.  Please join me in wishing 
them a hearty Mazel Tov!

Wishing everyone a healthy, happy and safe summer.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

23 Nissan

1

7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Israeli Dancing

24 Nissan

2
25 Nissan

3

9:00 AM Tiny Tot Shabbat

5:30 PM 6th Grade 
Dinner

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Shira & 6th Grade 
Family Service with 
Guest Artist Jacob 
Spike Kraus

26 Nissan

4

9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of 
Benjamin Sher

27 Nissan

5
Last Day of Sunday 
School Instruction

10:00 AM Holocaust 
Museum Tour

3:30 PM President’s 
Circle Gathering

7:30 PM Rosh 
Chodesh Online Class

28 Nissan

6 

Yom Ha’Shoah

29 Nissan

7 
30 Nissan

8

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group   
via zoom   

1 Iyar

9
2 Iyar

10

9:30 AM ECC Parents 
Celebration

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service with Choir 

3 Iyar

11

9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of 
Zachary Sayles

4 Iyar

12

Mother’s Day

5 Iyar

13

ECC Closed— Parent/
Teacher Conferences

Last Day of  
Akiba High

Yom Ha’Zikaron

6 Iyar

14

7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting

Last Day of 
Hebrew School

Yom Ha’Atzmaut

7 Iyar

15

6:00 PM Dinner

7:00 PM 
Congregational 
Meeting

8 Iyar

16 
9 Iyar

17

3:30 PM Challah  
Braid & Bake

5:30 PM Confirmation 
Dinner

6:30 PM Confirmation 
Shabbat  Service

10 Iyar

18

9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with 
Bar Mitzvah of 
Jonah Wild

11 Iyar

19

9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Mitzvah Day & 
Blood Drive

12 Iyar

20 

:

13 Iyar

21 
14 Iyar

22

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom

15 Iyar

23

12:00 PM Luncheon

1:00 PM Cindy Paley 
Concert

16 Iyar

24 

6:30 PM Men’s Group 
Shabbat Service

17 Iyar

25

9:00 AM Torah Study

18 Iyar

26

Lag B’Omer

19 Iyar

27 Temple Closed

Memorial Day

20 Iyar

28

7:00 PM Men’s 
Group Meeting

21 Iyar

29
22 Iyar

30
23 Iyar

31

4:00 PM ECC 
Graduation

6:30 PM Shabbat 
Service with Guest 
Artist, Justin Stein 

May 2024 23 Nissan 5784 - 23 Iyar 5784
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24 Iyar

1
9:00 AM Final Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Bat Mitzvah of 
Hannah White

7:00 PM A Night Out 
in Tel Aviv Event

25 Iyar

2
26 Iyar

3
27 Iyar

4
28 Iyar

5
29 Iyar

6 
1 Sivan

7

6:30 PM Shabbat Shira 
Service Honoring HS 
Seniors 

2 Sivan

8

3 Sivan

9

9:00 AM Sisterhood 
Mah-jongg 
Tournament

5:00 PM Back to Camp 
Night

7:30 PM Rosh 
Chodesh Online Class

4 Sivan

10
5 Sivan

11

6:00 PM Shavuot 
Study Session

6 Sivan

12 Temple Closed

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom   

Shavuot

7 Sivan

13
8 Sivan

14
4:30 PM Challah 
Braid & Bake

5:30 PM Volunteer 
Recognition Gathering

6:30 PM Choir 
Service with 
Volunteer Recognition

9 Sivan

15
10:30 AM
Shabbat Morning 
Service with Bar
Mitzvah of Nathan 
Dunn

10 Sivan

16

Father’s Day

11 Sivan

17 

Day Camp Begins

ECC Camp Begins

12 Sivan

18

7:00 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting

13 Sivan

19 Temple Closed

Day Camp to still take 
place

Juneteenth

14 Sivan

20
15 Sivan

21

5:30 PM Community 
BBQ

6:30 PM Pride 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

16 Sivan

22

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Adult Bar Mitzvah of 
Gary Leo

17 Sivan

23

24 Sivan

30
4:00 PM Cindy Paley 
Reception & Concert

18 Sivan

24
19 Sivan

25

7:00 PM Men’s Group 
Meeting

20 Sivan

26

7:00 PM Life 
Transitions Group 
via zoom    

21 Sivan

27
22 Sivan

28

6:00 PM Beach 
Shabbat Service 

23 Sivan

29

June 2024 24 Iyar 5784 - 24 Sivan 5784
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences   
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having  
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.

TEMPLE FUND
Sherri & Davis Cadmus
David Wallace
In honor of:
Ellen August, wishing her a speedy recovery, from the Akiba 
Amoeba Havurah
Sonni Helmer’s Birthday! From Francine & Michael Fisher
Sonni Helmer’s Birthday! From Diana & David Hauptman
Sonni Helmer’s 85th Birthday! From Myrna Kayton
Sonni Helmer's special birthday, from Sheila & Stan Weinberg
Hoppettes, forever friends, from Leanna & Ron Watts
Susan Fine, my little big sister, from Leanna & Ron Watts
Sharlene & Tony London’s 54th Wedding Anniversary,
from Sharlene & Tony London
Cathy Penso & Jeffrey Rips, for their amazing leadership, 
from Renee Meshul & Tom Klitzner
Leila Rosemberg, for her continued good outcome after 
surgery, from the Akiba Amoeba Havurah
Inez Sherman-Presser, for her Hebrew Naming Ceremony, 
from Stanley, Yan Yu & Solomon Presser
In memory of:
Donald Mann, from the Akiba Amoeba Havurah
Donald Mann, from Joy & Paul Jacobs
Donald Mann, from Myrna Kayton

RABBI SHAPIRO’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In gratitude to:
Rabbi Shapiro, from amazing love & warmth you shared 
as you performed our Renewal of Vows and the blessing 
for Landon & Cora as well, you are such a blessing to the 
community, from Jenni & Nate Halperin
Rabbi Shapiro's wisdom and compassionate leadership, and 
his friendship, from Rabbi Amy & Gary Perlin
In honor of:
Miles Aaronson, on becoming a Bar Mitzvah, and gratitude 
to Rabbi Shapiro & Cantor Frailich for teaching and inspiring 
Miles, from Josette & Raoul Benassaya
Rabbi Freedman's arrival! From Steve Ross & Mary Wujek
Sonni Helmer, for her birthday, from Terry Shenkman
Leanna and Ron Watt's anniversary, from Susan Polep
In memory of:
Gloria Goldberger, mother of Cindy Bambam & grandmother 
of Kathryn Vischjager
Joshua Lobenthal, my brother, from Lisabeth Lobenthal
Donald Mann, from the Zimelman family
Shirley Waldman, my mother, from Ira & Laurie Waldman
Lee & Harrison Weitz, my parents, from Carol Fortel

RABBI FREEDMAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of: 
Dan Rudman, my cousin, from Susan Polep

YAHRZEIT FUND
Ralph Fischer, from Rosette Fischer
Samuel Flumenbaum, my father, from Bill & Tricia Flumenbaum
Frank Groussman, beloved husband of Dina Groussman, beloved 
father of Maxine Andron (and 6 other children), beloved grandfather 
of Deborah Kopit (and many others), & beloved great grandfather.
Melvin Myron Jaffa, my brother-in-law, from Helene Jaffa
Fred Jamner, my father, from Lisa Jamner
Sarah Knopf, from Joanne Herz Molner
Harry Lachman, my father, Chaim Lachman, my grandfather, and
Robert & Ronald Lachman, my brothers, from Mary Lachman
Esther Ludvigson, my mother, from Max Ludvigson
Esther Meshul, my mother, from Renee Meshul & Tom Klitzner
Erwin & Eve Meyer, my parents, from Andy & Valerie Meyer
Barry Moskowitz, my husband, from Raechel Moskowitz
Herman Nathanson, my father-in-law, & Linda Peterson, my 
daughter-in-law, from Janet Nathanson
Anita Pemstein, my mother, from Maria & Ira Pemstein
Victor Penso, my father, from Cathy & Bruce Penso
Boris Porter, my grandfather, from Brooke Katz & my father, from 
Myra & Jack Porter
Zena Rudich my mother, from Bruce & Lori Rudich and Randee Bishoff
Gertrude & Louis Samuelson, my parents, & James Samuelson, 
my brother, from Janet Nathanson
Nathan Spector, my father, from Michael & Benita Spector
Nate Spielberg, from Brooke Katz
Barry Stark, beloved husband, father, & grandfather, from Jane 
Stark & Family
Mildred & James Trepeck, my parents, from Toni Glick
Jerome Urfrig, my brother, from Donald Urfrig
Anne Urfrig, our mother, from Donald Urfrig & Wendy Temple
Paula Weiss, from Helene Jaffa
Adelle Wexler, my wife, from Jack Wexler
Benjamin Zakheim, my father, from Rosalyn Zakheim & Gayle Dukelow

CANTOR FRAILICH'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In gratitude to:
Cantor Lonee, for Special Shabbat music programs, from 
Yvonne & Alan Frailich
Cantor Frailich, for her hard work & dedication in producing
 & directing "Estie" an inspiring and uplifting Purim Shpiel

FROM THE HEART RESIDENT CAMP FUND
Anonymous
Dyan Kolb
In honor of: 
Leila Rosemberg, to your health & happiness, from Leanna 
& Ron Watts
Jill & Melania Sowell, on their B'not Mitzvah, from Lora Byala

LEE WOLKOWITZ FUND
In honor of: 
Bernita Payton, for her faith & optimism, from Leanna & Ron 
Watts

JUSTIN SHABSIS FUND
In honor of: 
Max Watts, an older brother to be proud of, from Leanna & 
Ron Watts

2023 SECURITY CAMPAIGN
Michele Hindler
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A group dealing with bereavement and/or 
changes in relationships, career, social, family 
and health issues.  Share your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confidential 
atmosphere.Non-Members are welcome.
Please call Temple Akiba upon interest.

TEMPLE AKIBA OF CULVER CITY
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230
310 398-5783
www.templeakiba.net
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We have a busy spring and summer ahead of us! The Men’s Group invites you to 
participate in these upcoming events:

Friday, 24 May - Men’s Group Shabbat Service. Our annual shabbat where we lead the 
congregation in prayer. Want to participate? Let Ira Pemstein know at elpem@sbcglobal.net

Friday nights, June 21/July 12/August 9 - We will be hosting 3 barbecues this summer! 
Grillmasters, get your mitts and equipment ready.

July 27th - Our 2nd annual night of Music Under the Stars. Once again, Klezmer will reign 
supreme in Wolkowitz Field. Dancing is encouraged. Join us, get involved!

On a more personal note, many of you know I have been diagnosed with prostate cancer. I was 
fortunate enough to learn this from my PSA test during my annual physical. Fortunate because it 
was found early enough that it is treatable with a high survival rate. I want to take this opportunity 
to urge all the men out there to get your annual physical and make sure your PSA test is part of it. 
Especially if you are over 50. We guys tend to think we are invincible and will live for ever. But 
stuff starts to not work so well as we get older. It is my hope to have you all around the Temple  
for a long time to come. 

Back to the Men’s Group. Have an idea for a program? Have a connection to someone really 
interesting? Let us know. Help us arrange future programs and events. (Don’t forget, we are men 
interested in the world around us, so don’t be afraid to share your ideas). For more information 
and/or membership info, please contact Victor Nahmias @ VNahmias@aol.com.

Men's Group Message

Caring Community
Do you or a loved one need a ride to 
services or an appointment, a meal     
or an errand, a visit or phone call?

OR Can you provide these services?

Please let us know.

Co-Chairs:

Terry Coty: trcoty@hotmail.com

Terry Shenkman: teshenkman@gmail.com

THANKS FOR CARING!
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17th Annual
Mitzvah Day

Sunday May 19, 2024
Please Register before Mitzvah Day! Projects filled first come, first served!

T-shirt size not guaranteed.

Please donate the following items to make our projects successful:
SHOES: gently used, all kinds, including dress shoes & NEW SOCKS
TRAVEL SIZE HYGIENE ITEMS: combs, tissues, disposable razors, feminine hygiene 
products, & flip flops
BOOKS for Teens, new and gently used, and NEW TOYS & BOARD BOOKS for young 
Children, SCHOOL SUPPLIES, No Adult Books please
HOUSEHOLD CLEANING SUPPLIES: Paper towels, new dish rags, dish soap
PET SUPPLIES: dog & cat food, treats, toys, blankets, towels, stainless steel bowls, leashes, 
collars, harnesses, pet beds, carriers, crates, and cat litter, wee wee pads, shampoos

Questions? Call 310-398-5783 or email admin@templeakiba.net
Temple Akiba Mitzvah Day 2024 Registration Form PLEASE PRINT

OR Register online: https://www.templeakiba.net/mitzvah-day SIGN UP BY APR 30
Your donation of $18 per individual 
or $36 per family will help defray 
event costs. Breakfast & lunch 
included.

I am unable to participate 
in Mitzvah Day 2024 but 
would like to make a 
donation

I will sponsor a Mitzvah 
Day Project for $180. My 
name/organization will

be posted at an on-site project and 
printed on t-shirt.

Please make checks payable to 
Temple Akiba & return with form in 
enclosed envelope by April 30 to be 
guaranteed a Mitzvah Day t-shirt.

Mitzvah Day donation enclosed:

Name Age (if child) T-Shirt Size

CS/CM/CL/AS/AM/AL/AXL/AXXL 
CS/CM/CL/AS/AM/AL/AXL/AXXL 
CS/CM/CL/AS/AM/AL/AXL/AXXL 
CS/CM/CL/AS/AM/AL/AXL/AXXL

Phone: E-mail: 

Project Choices: First-come first-served. Children under 13 must be accompanied by an adult.

Name(s)

1st 

2nd 

Name(s)

1st 

2nd 
$

17th Annual
Mitzvah Day

Sunday May 19, 2024
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8 WEEKS of FUN! 
JUNE - AUGUST 

Email: 
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net 

for more information visit
www.templeakiba.net/day-camp

4
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Temple Akiba thanks members who have made generous donations over their full            
membership commitment to bring an even brighter “Light” to our Temple Community.

Sara & Peter Rutenberg

Barbara Axelband   Susan & Paul Balter   Joy & Paul Jacobs   Jerry & Letty (z’l) Mendel     
Leanna & Ron Watts     Marla & Edward Wolkowitz    Sue & Jerry (z’l) Urfrig

Judy & Michael Bauer                 Linda & Robert Fleishman      

Myrna Kayton                   Cathy & Bruce Penso                   Ariel & Eric Rudin

Ira & Carol (z’l) Diamond    Helene & David (z’l) Jaffa   Susan & Barry Moser   Maria & Ira Pemstein
   

  
Lacey & Marc Bauer       Cayla & David Chipp        Verna Erez       Steven Hassan       Alan Kahan                

Andrew Lachman & Ingrid Moran   Yana & Adam Moser    Lauren & Jeffrey Rips   Wendy & Devin Senelick    
Andrea & Jay Swerdlow    Laurie & Ira Waldman     Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz

Elaine & Bruce Holiday                 Jenna & Adam Sonenshein

Diana & David Hauptman       Susan Frazin         Emily Parkhust & Gary Hoggatt         Donna Spielberg                   
Nancy & Herb Trachtenberg

 
Sharon Balter         Meredith & Jonathan Basiri         Patricia Newler & Ira Clark        Sara Fields            

Laura Abrams & Owen Fighter    Manami & Abraham Fischer     Linda & Joel Forman                      
Arleen & Lewis Forsheit      Antoinette Glick         Rosalie & Michael Gotz        John Magoulas                            

Lori & Ira Rudich          Ari Rutenberg & Nikki Tilmouth       Sheila & Stanley Weinberg

 
Tamar & Fren Asken        Diane Bulgatz          Beverly Eshed-Magaril       Connie Chiu & Jesse Golden                      
Jill & Jonathan Hyman         Paula Shulman & Matthew Josephson         Deborah & Art Koniak-Griffin                           

Miriam & Steven Levy        Joyce Perlick        Allison Parker & Sam Plotkin        June Penso                                    
Svetlana & Benjamin Rapoport       Debbie Richards       Marni & Matthew Schapiro       Diney & Ira Shulman    

Jessica Stroik & Kamyar Soleymani        Jane Stark        Annie Dimascio & Adam Tessitore                                      
Jack Wexler            Gabrielle Zadra & Mark Wild
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CALLING ALL RV’ERS/CAMPERS
The Lovin’ Levelers is an active Jewish RV Camping Club which            

originated out of the North Valley Jewish Community Center in the early 
1970’s.  Many people question the idea yet alone the reality of JEWISH 
CAMPING versus exquisite hotels. While both are good, remember that 

in our early Jewish history we camped for 40 years in the desert after 
leaving Egypt! 

Our membership is quite wide ranging from Santa Barbara to 
Oceanside, including the LA, San Fernando & Santa Clarita Valleys, 

Thousand Oaks to Ventura & Seal Beach to Brea.  Our group is looking 
to expand with new members aged 50+. We are a “Traveling Havurah” 
in RV’s of various sorts, enjoying the company of other Jewish people.

We plan group outings on one long weekend a month within 2-3 hours 
of Los Angeles.  Our weekend outings include visiting places of interest 
in each area, gathering around a campfire, playing games, doing crafts 
and just having fun being together.  Furthermore, we include brief but 

meaningful services and celebrations for Shabbat and Havdalah.

For more information contact
Linda Fleischman, Temple Member, 310-487-8910  or  
Allan Teplinsky, Club President, Home (818) 368-3471; 

Cell (818) 264-6199
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BRUCE FORMAN
Akiba Veteran’s

Auditorium
Volunteer High Holiday

Moving, Setup
& Usher Corps

Committed to Serving 
Akiba Members since 1981

Are you selling your home?

Experience counts!

Special Beneet to Akiba Referred Clients

Call for details
(310) 920-8465 Direct Line

bjforman1@yahoo.com

Want to invest in property in 

Los Angeles while helping to 

build new housing?

Contact Temple Akiba member 

Josh Kamali at (323) 487-1348 

or josh@reddoorinvest.com

www.reddoorinvest.com






